1 · K . "i 
OMNISCIENCE M 


QF THE 


Son of G O D, 


Undoubted 7 RGUMEN 2 


OF HIS 


DIVINITY: 


BEING A 


DISC OURSE 


Upon St. Maxx XIII. 32. 


- — 


22 — 


I have yet many things to * unto you, but ve S 
BEAR them 775 1 XVI. 12. 


- ? . 
- * 7 5 1 


By W. Worrod, D. D. | $5 


"A 


— 


* 


LONDON: 


Printed by W. Bow YER for Tim. GooDwiN, Abe ö 
Queen's Head againſt St. Dunſtans Church in Ner-. 


Artet, 1720. 
(Price One Shilling.) 


* 


P 


CONTENTS. 


— 


I is 
' 
-, 
47 = 9 7 
f 
W 
- * / 
\ . { 
S. WP. . 
* 5 5 #7 


CAr xiii. Y. 32. 4 Text from l Ages quoted as 


gainſt the Omniſcence of the Son of God Page 4 
Son not. then willing to make that Day and Hour known ibid. 
Son's Ignorance here, not referable to his Humanity p. 5 
* relating to the Humanity ef Chriſt not compatible 255 
this 5. 
Words in Hebrew probably ſpoken i in Hiphil, ein * N., T. 
they appear to have been ſpoken in Kal. „  ..Þ Of 
Eſſential Difference between theſe two Conjugations "ui 9 
Inſtance in Matt. v. V. 45. 1 


Nature of the Conjugation Hithpahel 
The difference of the Conjugations Kal. and Hiphil. zartes 


from Daniel xii. V. 3. e 
This laft Proof taken out of the Hebrew. Text miſtran@ted 
in Greek and Engliſh. pi. 9, 10 
Our Lord only here meant that that was not a hp Time to 
reveal that Day and Hour to his Diſciples « _ p. 10 
o Lord gave his Diſciples Signs only of Nezeſſir ty, none of 
Curioſity | P. 10, 8 


1. Son knew thi Day and Hour: p. 1 

II. Signs here foretola demonſtrate his Knowledge 7 the Day 

and Hour ibid. 

III. ur. Lord expreſi d himſelf as ambiguouſly in many other 
place to his Diſciples as well as to the People, "mY 2 
poke concerning him ſel 


l one may diſcern when "be intended to ſpeak plamly, 2 
when he did nor. ibid. 


V. That be had great Reaſon zo uſe this method before. his 


Crucifixion ibid. 
I. Diſciples own juſt. before our Ian was. betray'd, 2 ä 
ſpake nd Proverbs, but knew all things p. 12, 1 


Proverb and Parable their Signiſcation d. 13, 14 


CONTENTS. 
He that knew all ehings op Friday Morning, certainly knew 


them on Wedneſday ; p. t — 
II. Abomination of Deſolation what? | p. 1 
That the firſt Sign * 
Encompaſſing } flew with the Armies of Ceſtius Gallus 5 


Second ibid. 
Daſolation here to be underſtood of rhe Pollution of the Sanctu- 
ary with the Bodies and Blood of the ſlain Zgalots p. 18 
That literally according to Jewiſh Notions an abominable 
thing ibid. 
The Zeakees ſhot like Birds from .off the Wings or Battlements 
of tbe Temple; whoſe Bodies fell back into the Courts, thus 
they literally flood where they ought wot p. 19 
Abomination of Difolation a Phraſe us d under the Macca- 
bees concerning the Profanation of the Temple by Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, tho* they miſunderſtood the Prophet Da- 
niel, yer what they ſaid would direct the fort Chriſtians 


to underſtand him rightly idid. 
This 4 particular Sign which could never happen but once 
2Q 
The Abomination of Deſolation cannot be underſtood of Ir s 
8. | p-. 21 
All theſe Signs ſumm'd up and compar'd p. 22 
Hl. Our Saviour us d vo ſpeak myſtically concerning himſelf 
till his own Hour was fully come p. 23 
$0 John the II. his threatening to deſtroy that Temple was not 
under ſtood p. 23, 24 
What he ſaid to Nicodemus was chiefly myſtical p. 24 
Nicodemus acquieſced and believed what he did not under- 
d, and betame a glorious Convert | p. 25 
Our Lord talk' 4 myſtically with the Samaritan Woman, John 
iv. p. 26 
And yet more ſo of eating his Fleſh and drinking bis Blood, 
2 vi. F | ibid. 
ohn vii. Upon the pouring out of Water in the feaft of Taber- 

nacles he talk'd yon. furs to the bog * p. 2 
He continues the ſame method, John viii. ..-+ + thid. 
So likewiſe in John ix. p. 28 
8 of Sheepfolds, Thieves, and Porters, John x. not => 

der ſtood ibi 


Martha did not underſtand what. he meant by being the Reſure 
rection and the Life, John xi. 


Hie continues his dark way of ſpeakin John xii. | Ibid. 
Theſe Inſtances taken out of St. "Tohn' s Goſpel, W 


Wi, l e mſel 
1 4 as 27 ko when be 4 * fo wang bi 


. CONTENTS. ©: 
In —_—_— upon the Mount he was always plain and di- 


ftin p. 37 
In other Caſes he only requir'd them to believe him P his 

Works ſake, and that he came from God the Father p. 32 
V. We now know the Reaſons of his different ways of TY 


The concealment of the Day and Hour of the deſtruction A Je- 
ruſalem abſolutely neceſſary at that Time Þ. 33» 34 

The laſt Day and Hour equally improper to be manifeſted at that 

Time to his Diſciples 35 

The Concealment of the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt abſolute ne- 
cefſary before his Crucifixion 


6 
Jewiſh Notions of a Trinity never apply d to Jeſys Chriſt ett 


be was upon Earth p. 37 
His Diſciples did not believe his Reſurreftion. p. 38 
* Obſervations upon the whole p. 39 
I. St. Auſtin interprits not know by hot make known 

P. 40, 41, 42 


II. 86. Auftin #/es this Explication in more Baule, than 2 'of 
his Works © 


1s cannot by prov'd from bene that Chriſt as 4. Ka rhe 


Day and Har pP. 
His Explication 0 being! to E — ibi 
The Cafe of the Syrophcenician Wines qz2 4 0 v2 


What. onr. Lord ſaid to ber interpret“ p.44, 
Oar Lords concealment of himſelf in the — Ceſe N th 
in that of the Day: and Hour 

This 0 ee of N e N in the Anſwers of Cr 


Our Lord at his Trial either ſaid. et the) ſpoke plainly 


P. 47 
III. Jews at that Time uſed to receive Inſtructions deliver d i 8 


an ambiguous Style 2 
Our Lord's method then cannot miſlead us now p. 4 
IV. This gradual method of revealing Jeſus Chriſt to e 


a he Evangel 
i. . of the Diowky of Hi Sow of "Got in St. Matthew wy 


O 
-&+. Mark and st. Luke follow the ſame method Gan 


P- 5Q 
St. John leads us to the Divinity of Chriſt throughout bis 
whole Goſpel p. 51 


V. Application of the Whole p. $3» &g· 


EEE 


E RR AT A. 

Age 8. line 3. for Acts the 11 read ii. p. 8. 1. 7. from 
bottom r. the Participle Maſcil. p. 8. 1.8. from | 

r. UD. p. 15. I. 24. r. what the Signs. p. 16. J. 4. from 
bottom r. as it is in. p. 19. 1.23. r. call it the choſen: p. 24. 
1. 11. for ceremony, 7. ceremonial Law. Ibid. 1. 22. for 
explicative r. explicite. ibid. l. 3. from bottom r. if it is poſ- 
fible. p. 25. 1. 16. . Prophet that came. p. 36. 1. 19. r. this 
Deſign. p. 42. I. 11. from bottom r. your God., p. 43. l. 6. 
from bottom r. confute it. p. 44. I. 22. r. of himſelf. p. 46. 
1. 4. from bottom or was impudently, r. as impudently. p. 
$2. I. 6, from bottom „. Evangeliſts. b. 57. 8. from ye 
tom Water fault with put ( 


4 


= * s # - 
% 
5 a \ 
E777; . N * 
is . - - 
. . 


a = rjFACQ=Hz=zH . © Mo my ami. .ac tt. chit. ora. 


| MARKE xiii. 32. 3 
But of that day and that hour knowerh 
no Man, no not the Angels which are 
in Heaven, neither the Jon, but the 
Father d | K bed, | 


N the preſent Diſputes concerning the 
=Y Divinity of the Son of God, which 
was never more openly denyed than it 
is at this Time, nor more directly ops 
poſed in this Nation than it has been 
* of late, there are no Texts of Scrip- 

ture more greedily laid hold of; by thoſe who will 
not allow Jeſus Chriſt to be God, than ſuch as ſeen 
to deny to him ſuch Attributes of Divinity as are in 
their Nature Incommunicable to any Being not en- 
dued with infinite Powers. If Jeſus Chriſt is not Om- 
niſcient, if he is not Omnipreſent, if he is not Al- 
mighty, if he is not Eternal, he is not God; where- 
ever therefore theſe Attributes, applicable only to the 
Supreme God, ſeem to be denyed to our Bleſſed 
Lord in, Scripture, either thoſe Texts muſt. be gc- 
knowledged to prove What at firſt view they appear 
to do, or ſome ſatisfactory Explication of them uſt 
be aſſigned, if we, who profeſs to believe that Jef. 
Chriſt is the ſecond Perſon of the Holy and Gul 
an vided 


1 
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4 TheOmnmniſcience of the Son of God, 
vided Trinity, would hope to perſuade ſuch as have 
ſcruples about it, to embrace, What we apprehend to 
be, a fundamental Article of the chriſtian Faith. 

Of theſe Texts none has been earlier made uſe of, 
or is now more commonly alleged againſt the Divi- 
nity of Jeſus Chrift than this famous Paſſage in Mark 
X111.32. But of that Day and that Hour knoweth no 
Man, no not the Angels which are in Heaven, neither 
the Son but the Father. If there was any particular 
Day and Hour of which the Son was certainly igno- 
rant, how can we affirm from Scripture that he is 
Omniſcient? And yet this he ſeems to aver of him- 
ſelf upon a very weighty Occaſton, not long before 
his Paſſion, when his Diſciples deſired to know when 
that terrible Deſtruction of the Temple at Jeruſalem, 
which he had juſt before foretold, ſhould come to 
paſs. For here he ſays that none, no Perſon whatſo= 
ever, .not the Angels, nor the Son knoweth when that 
Day and Hour ſhall be, but the Eather only, as St. 
Matthew relates it ¶ Mat. xxiv. 36.) The Declaration 
that the Father KNowETH what the Son did Nor 
KNow, was what fiumbled the moſt ancient Chriſti- 
ans, even as long ago as the days of St. Ireneus, and 
is to this day a Rock of Offence to very many honeſt 
and conſcientious Men, and ſuch as believe the new 
Teſtament to be really the word of God. 

I ſhall not therefore think my time miſpent, if I 
offer at an Explication of theſe Words, which tho' 
not new in itſelf, yet has not been clearly made out 
in thoſe late Diſcourſes which have been diſperſed 
upon theſe Subjects among us in this Nation, that 
have come to my Hands. My Notion in ſhort is 
this; that the Angels did probably not know it, and 
that the Son was not willing to make that Day and 
that Hour known, which the Father had then re- 
ſerved to himſelf, and which were in his own proper 
time fully and plainly to be revealed; and that tho' the 
words to us who have only the Greek Tranſlation of 


What 


an Argument of his Divinity. . 


what our Bleſſed Lord ſaid in Syriac (or as 'tis always 
call'd in the New Teſtament in Hebrew) may feem 
intricate, and very liable to Miſinterpretation, yet it 
may be juſtly queſtioned whether the Diſciples did 
not perfectly underſtand by thoſe Words, all that our 
Saviour deſigned they ſhould z namely, that that was 
not the proper ſeaſon for that ſecret to be revealed. 
To refer this Text only to J=svs CurrsT, conſi- 
der'd in his Humanity, as, after many of the moſt 
eminent of the ancient Fathers, fome very earned 
and very excellent Men among our ſelves, have lately 
done, has this Inconvenience attending it, that how- 
ever true this Interpretation may be in itſelf (and I 
am very far from denying it) yet it looks like beg- 
ging the Queſtion, and ſuppoſing the two Natures 
Divine and Human to be hypoſtatically united in the 
©EAN@PQIIOF, to thoſe who pretend to believe no- 
thing of the Co- eſſential Divinity of the Son of 
God; and conſequently will be of no manner of uſe 
to convince ſuch as urge this Text againſt us, as I 
my ſelf have more than once by experience found. 
For whereas this Text has been illuſtrated by what 
St. Lake ſays - (Luke ii. 2.) that Jeſus increaſed in 
Wiſdom and Stature, and in Favour with G:d and 
Man That I apprehend will not be at all ſatisfa- 
ctory to thoſe Gentlemen whom we have to deal 
with, becauſe what St. Luke ſays is capable of bur 
one ſingle ſenſe; namely, that the Child Jeſus, who 
was indiſputably born of the Virgin Mary, who was 
then but twelve Years old, who had juſt before dif- 
puted with, and confuted the Doctors in the Tem- 
ple, at an Age when according to the Notions com- 
monly receiv'd at that time among the Jews, he be- 
gan to be a Child of the Commandment, that is, one 
who was obliged to ſtudy the Law, and to obſerve 
its Precepts; that that Child, I ſay, after his return 
to Nazareth with Mary and Joſeph his ſuppoſed Fa, 
ther, encreaſed in Wiſdom and Stature, and in Favour 


with 
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with Cod and Man. This is the only Senſe of which 
theſe Words are capable, and conſequently they have 
not (as I believe) been miſinterpreted by any Reader 
whatſoever. | | 

So alſo when our Lord is ſaid to be a hungry, to 
weep, to be in an Agony, and to deſire that that 
Cup might paſs from him, to ask where they had 
buryed Lazarus, with ſeveral other Paſſages of a like 
Nature, there is no danger that thoſe Texts ſhould 
be miſunderſtood, becauſe they only prove that Jeſus 
| Chrift was really endued with Human Nature, not 
that the Divine Nature was not united with the 
Human. | 

Bur in the Text before us, the Caſe is otherwiſe : 
Our Lord ſpeaks of the Son (i. e. of himſelf) as a 
ſuperior Being to the Angels, and next in order to the 
Father (by whom the Diſciples certainly underſtood 
the ſupreme God) and as one who alone knew the 
Father, and who was certainly ſent by him into the. 
World, to reveal his Will to Mankind; ſo that 
here the Diſciples might juſtly underſtand this Tp- 
norance, mentioned by theſe two Evangeliſts, not to 
be abſolute but relative, i. e. not that he did not know 
that day and hour, but that he did not think that to 
be a proper time to reveal that particular ſeaſon to 
them or to the reſt of the Jes. wh, 

I readily grant that the words, as they lye in 
our Veiftion and many others, imply abſolute Ig- 

norance. Oude oidev none knoweth; not, no Man 
as we here and in ſeveral other places miſtran- 
ſlate it, but 20 Perſon, no intelligent Being know- 
eth, for the Queſtion here is nor whether an 
Man knew it, but whether the Angels, or the 
Son were Ignorant of it. Now in the Hebrew, both 
that of the Old Teſtament, and that ſpoken in Ju- 
daes under the New, the ſame Verb according to“ 
its ſeveral Conjugations (as the Hebrew Gramimariaris 
Call them) may either ſignify an Action, or the neceſ- 
* 
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an Argument of his Droinnty. 7 
ſary Concurrence of the Author of that Action; as in 
the caſe before us, 7o know or to make known ; and 
the Conjugation Hiphil, which properly ſignifies the 
Concurrence of the Author of the Action with 
the Action it ſelf, is often uſed for the Conjugation 
Kal, by which the Action barely, and the Perſon or 
Perſons that did it are ſpecify'd, without any additi- 
onal Senſe, by which their fect Concurrence is to 
be underſtood. Thus Jada the Root in Kal is only 
he knew; but Hodia in Hiphil is he made known; and 
ſo on through the ſeveral Tenſes or Times paſt, pre- 
ſent, or to come. Since therefore the form Hiphil * 
was frequently uſed for the form Kal (as is indiſputa= 
ble to thoſe who are acquainted with the Hebrew Bi- 
ble) the Hearers could many times only judge by the 
Connection and the Nature of the Sentence, how ſuch 
a Verb was to be underſtood ; Thus for inſtance in_ 
Matt. v. 47. in our Verſion it is, God maketh bis Sun 
40 riſe; in Greek it is, & 4Awv aus avariaae; that is 
literally, he riſeth (not raz/eth) his Sun. St. Ferom 
rightly renders this Zebrai/m (for ſuch it truly is) 
ſolem ſuum oriri facit; and therein we as rightly fol- 
low him. In Greck, where theſe ſeveral ways of 
declining of every Verb are not known, it looks likea 
* $oloeciſm. St. Matthew literally tranſlated what our 
Saviour ſaid in Hebrew. If it had been 5 H- 

&vTs dvanitaa, bis Sun riſeth, it had been agreeable 
to our ways of ſpeaking; tho' ſince there is no am- 
biguity in the Words, it was an eaſy thing to render 
them truly as our Lord originally meant them. 
There is another Conjugation in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage, in which the Perſonal Concurrence of a Mans 
ſelf in any Action, is emphatically expreſt. This they 
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call Hiuhpabel; that Conjugation is underſtood (tho? it 
could not be cxpreſs'd in one word) in Greek in Acts 
11. 40. in St. Peters Exhortation to the Jews in his 
firſt Sermon at the great Pentecoſt : The words in 
Greek are, Loh iſe Sow a Wedes T ox0Nas Twrys, This 


we truly tranſlate, ſave your ſelve; from this untoward 


Generation. In Hebrew this would be Himmatelu, 


or Hinnatſelu, or ſome other equivalent word deliver 


Jour ſelves. The Greek cdbile be ye ſaved, does by 
no means fully expreſs what the Jews perfectly un- 
derftood when St. Peter ſpoke to them in their own 


Language; tho' here alſo there is no great danger 


of being miſtaken, ſince cg is uſed for being de- 
troered from an imminent danger. Theſe inftances, to 
which many more might be added, ſhew that many 
times the Concurrence of the Author of the Action 
with the Action it ſelf, » was underſtood in Hebrew, 
which does not always appear in our Verſions in 


which ſuch a Concurrence is uſually expreſs'd by a 


Periphrafis. 

In that glorious Prophecy, Dan. xii. 3. of the 
Bleſſedneſs of the ſucceſsful Teachers of Righteouſ- 
neſs in the next World, the words in our Bibles are, 
They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and they that turn many to righteouſneſs as 
the Stars for ever and ever. The ſame miſtake is com- 
mitted by our Tranſlators here, which I apprehend 


them to have made in their tranſlating of the O 


ce in St. Mark, and from the ſame cauſe: The 
words in the Hebrew are theſe, v2 ra earaDunam 
Hammaſcilim : M d o22DD cwn py ypTn 


here, according to the proper force of the Maſcil 


Participle in /7phi! is, They that make Men wiſe, not 
they that are wiſe themſelves, as we erroneoufly tran- 
ſlate it. In the Margin indeed of our Bibles, it is 
Teachers. This is better than the other, and the word 
Maſcil is in other places ſometimes ſo uſed; yet even 


that here is ſcarce ſufficient, becauſe it is daily ſeen 


that 
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that Men may take pains to teach thoſe that will 
not learn. But in this Text the Antitheſis is between 
they that make Men wiſe, and they that turn many 10 
Righteouſneſs, where the Hebrew Participle Mat/dike 
is alſo in Hipbil, and truly rendered by they that turn 
zo Righteouſneſs. So that this ſecond Participle Maz/- 


dike determines the ſenſe of Maſcilin; and tho' Maſ- 
cilin is ſometimes taken for w/e and prudent Men, 


as if it were'in Kal; yet the oppoſition here of the 
two Participles plainly ſnews that they are both to 
be interpreted after the ſame manner. Here the 
Ixx hath miſ-led St. Jerome, and the joint authority 
of theſe moſt ancient Verſions has influenced our 
Interpreters. In the lxx the words are - theſe, 2, oi 
city Adpgoi We 1 AapreeTys 2 5 Wm of ovvityles 
is they that are wiſe, not they that tearh or make Men 
wiſe. St. Jerome renders them thus, Qui autem 
docti fuerint, fulgebunt quaſi ſplendor Firmamenti; & 
gui ad juſtitiam erudiunt multos, quaſi ſtellae in perpe- 
tuas aeternitates. St. Jerome here tranſlates Humat/- 
dike right; qui ad juſtitiam erudiunt, they that turn 
zo Righteouſneſs. The firſt Hammaſcilim he tranſlates 
by docti, wiſe, learned, as the Ixx had done it by 
evvitvres before. > 

This inſtance of turning a verb in Hiphil, as if it 
were in Kal, is taken out of the Greek Bible. 
Whereas in our Text it may perhaps be alleged by 
thoſe who are willing to continue the Diſpute, that 
there I imagine words t6 have been ſpoken by our Lord 
to his Diſciples in Hebrew, which ak never 


were ſaid, or at leaſt which I can never prove to have 


been ſaid by him. How can I tell when our Lord 
faid that in the Hebrew, which is rendered by sds 
id» in St. Matthew and St. Mark (which we tran- 
flate z9 Man knoweth) that he thereby meant more, 
maketh or will make known the Day and Hour? I. 
cannot indeed poſitively tell what the original words 
were: But ſince there is a certdinty (as-I ſhall here- 

_ after 
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after prove) that HE KNEW ALL THINGS; and ſince 
the Genius of the Hebrew Language mighr naturally 
lead the Evangelifts to uſe words in Greek, that 
might not fully expreſs the force of the original 


words which our Lord ſpake in the Hebrew Tongue; 
and fince in that very Tranſlation of Daniel, which 


is literally quoted in theſe: Goſpels the ſelf fame miſ- 
take is made in a Text of very great moment, the 
probability of my Interpretation of this famous paſ- 


ſage will inconteſtably appear, eſpecially fince it o- 


therwiſe wants not evident Proofs. 


- Accordingly therefore I apprehend, that what our | 
Bleſſed Lord deſigned ro acquaint his Diſciples with 
in this Text, was no more than this, chat neither the | 


Angels nor the Son intended then to make that Day 
and that Hour known, but that the Father would in 
his proper time reveal it. Thus he gave all Glory 
to the Father (which he conſtantly did when he 


was upon Earth, and acted as his Ambaſſador and the 


Interpreter of his will to Mankind) and at the ſame 
time that he checked their Curioſity, he told them 
ſo much as was of real uſe to them then to be made 
acquainted with. _ oe: 

When our Lord ſoon after told them that all things 
that he had heard of his Father he had made known 
unto them, John xv. 15. he did not ab/olutely mean 
all the things, even that related to them, that he had 
heard from his Father, but only all that was then 
expedient for them to know. I will repeat it again, 
becauſe it is exceedingly remarkable in the Caſe be- 
fore us, that in this Prophecy concerning the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, Jeſus Chriſt gave his Diſci- 
ples only ſuch Signs as were neceſſary for the ſafet 
of the Chriſtian Church then growing in Judaea, and 
ſtopt there, without going one ſtep farther : He told 
them that Jeruſalem ſhould be ſurrounded by fo- 
reign Armies; and it was actually beſieged by Ceſtius 
Gallus the Governour of Syria, about three "_y_ 
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and a half before Titus utterly deſtroyed it. It was 

not then entirely -inveſted, ſo that great numbers 

might eaſily make their eſcape; the zealots ſoon 

raiſed the Siege, and fortify'd the Temple, which 

was the ſecond Sign, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter. Then 

it was high time for the Chriſtians, and rhoſe among 

the Jews that were inclined to peaceable meaſures 

to run away. Theſe Signs were in the higheſt de- 

gree neceſſary for the faithful to know that they 

might give thoſe, who ſhould be involved in that 
dreadful Calamity, warning when they muſt labour 
to make their eſcape. The individual Day or Hour 

when Jeru/alem was finally to be deſtroyed, was not 

of any concern to them (who were deſigned to be 
ſnatch'd as Firebrands out of the Fire) to know; and 
therefore it was not revealed, only they were aſſured 
that its Deſtruction ſhould be ſoon, very ſoon, be- 
fore that Generation was all gone, leſt any of thoſe 
who ſhould hear this Prophecy ſhould be tempted to 
linger about Jeruſalem and ſtay behind. And thus, 
when the Glory of knowing this individual time was 
aſcribed to the Father only, they alſo would give him 
the Glory, as the Son always did in every thing that 
he did or ſaid. And after all, if the words in Queſti- 
on. were ſo far deſigned to be ambiguous, as that the 
Diſciples ſhould not fully underſtand what he meant 
by his not knowing that Day and Hour, it is no more 
than what he did all along in Diſcourſes concerning 
himſelf, both to them and to the People, till within 
a few minutes before he was betrayed by Judas in 
the Garden. 

This now being premiſed, I ſhall ſhew 

I. That the Son here meant, was not really igno- 
rant of this Day and Hour. 

II. That the ſigns of the coming of this Day and 
Hour, here foretold, and which literally came to pals 
before ſome, whom our Bleſſed Lord then ſpoke to, 
did taſt of Death, are ſo particular, that even from 

| Ba . 7 them, 


12 The Omniſctence of the Fon of God, 
them, any Man who rightly underſtands this Chap- 
ter, muſt conclude, that he who could and did fore- 
tell thoſe ſigns of that time's drawing on, certainly 
knew when that time ſhould come. 

III. That this is not the, only Paſſage in which 
our Saviour expreſt himſelf in ambiguous terms, to 
his Diſciples as well as to the People who enquired 
any thing of him concerning himſelf. l 
IV. That one may eaſily diſcern when our Lord 
intended to ſpeak plainly in the New Teſtament, 
and when he did not. 

V. That there were great and weighty Reaſons 
why theſe and many other things, then only darkly 
hinted at, were not fully made known whilſt Feſ# 

Cbriſ was here upon Earth. | 
I. That our Lord was not ignorant of the pre- 
ciſe time, when Teru/alem was to be deſtroyed, as 
I underſtand the Text, or of the day of Judgment, 
as many eminent Interpreters both ancient and mo- 
dern underſtand it, will I think, evidently appear to 
any Man who conſiders what the Diſciples faid to 
our Lord, John xvi. 30. and when and why they ſaid it. 
When our Lord had finiſhed the laſt Supper which 
he ate with his Diſciples the night before he ſuf- 
fered, and had inſtituted the Euchariſt, which he 
did as ſoon as Supper was over, he converſed for 
ſome time with the eleven Diſciples (for Judas was 
then gone) juſt before he went into the Garden 
where he was betrayed by Judas into the hands of 


the Officers and the Soldiers, who came from the 


High Prieſt and Council to apprehend him. That 
Diſcourſe turned chiefly upon Topics of Conſola- 
tion to thoſe Diſeiples who had all continued faith- 
ful, of which Conſolation they would ſoon ſtand in 
the utmoſt need, when once he was taken from them. 
A great part of that Diſcourſe was conceived in ſuch 


ark terms, that they were at a loſs to underſtand 
his meaning. He told them that be was to go away 
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an Argument of his Dromity. 13 
to him that ſent him, and yet they fo little knew 
what he meant by going away, that none of them 
asked whither goeft thou? John xvi. 7. He ſaid @ 
little while and they ſhould not ſee him, and again a little 
while and they ſhould ſee him, becauſe he went to the 
Father, V. 16. This when they did not yet under- 
ſtand, after having ſaid ſeveral other things obſcurely 
to them, at laſt he ſaid, Theſe things have I ſpoken 10 
you in P'ROVERBS, the time cometh when I ſhall no 
more ſpeak unto you in PrRoveRBs, but I fhall 


ſbew you plainly of the Father, J. 27. and then adds 


in direct words, I came forth from the Father, and 


am come into the World; again, 1 leave the World. 
and go to the Father, y.28. This they plainly un- 


derſtood, and indeed they could not well do others. 


wiſe, for there was no manner of ambiguity in 
theſe laſt words: He ſaid he came into the World 
fromthe Father, which World heſhould quickly leave 
and return again to him from whom he came. To 
this they reply'd in theſe remarkable words, Lo now 
thou ſpeakeſt plainly, and ſpeakeft no PRovers, now 
are we ſure that thou KNOWEST ALL THINGS, 
V. 29, 30. | 
The word Proverb here anſwers to the Hebrew 
word Maſha}, which is ſometimes rendred Proverb 
(Haguuic ) and ſometimes Parable (Tlagaboay.) It 
uſually ſignifies an AEnigmatical or Figurative Diſ-— 
courſe or Sententious Aphoriſm, by which the mind 
of the ſpeaker is declared (tho? nor always clearly) 
to thoſe that hear him. Balaam's Prophecies, which 
(eſpecially the latter ones) were very obſcure, are 
called Miſble, which we render Parables five or ſix 
times in Numb, xxiii. and xxiv. The Apologues of 
Jotham to the Sbecbemites, and of Fehoaſh King of 
Iſrael to Amaziah King of Juda, were properly 
what we call Parables. The Parables of our Lo 
with which. he very often taught the Pebple, and 
the Allegorical Deſcriptions of himſelf and his 
Church, 
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Church, which he uſed to his Diſciples, as well as 
to the reſt of the Jews, many of which are pre- 
ſerved in St. John's Goſpel, were of this Nature. 
And becauſe what we: call Proverbs are uſually 
mort Aphoriſms, therefore Solomon's Proverbs (which 
are far from being always intelligible at firſt fight) 
are called Miſole, and the ſaying which David ap- 
plicd to Saul, 1 Sam. xxiv. 13. when he upbraided 
him with his cauſeleſs purſuit of Him, an innocent 
Man, is called Maſbal Kadmoni, an ancient Proverb. 
As ſaith the Proverb of the ancients, Wickedneſs pro- 
ceedeth from the wicked, but mine hand ſhall not be 
apon thee. | 
Let us fee now the force of this Expreſſion of the 
Diſciples in this place, THOU KNOWEST ALL THINGS : 
They uſed it at the cloſe of the Diſcourſe juſt be- 
fore the laſt Prayer, which their departing Lord 
made with them and for them to his Father : He had 
told them at firſt, that in his Father's houſe were ma- 
1 Manſions, and that he was going to prepare a place 
them: That whither he -went they knew, and the 
way they knew. When Thomas upon this ſaid, Lord 
we know not whither thou goeft, and how can we know 
abe way? John xiv. 7. Jeſus ſaid I am the May, and 
the Truth, and the Life. He aſſured them that when 
he was gone, He would pray the Father, and he ſpould 
zive them another Comforter, who | ſhould abide with 
them for ever, V. 16. That this Comforter was the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the World could not receive, be- 
cauſe it ſaw him not, neither knew him, V. 17. That 
in a little while the World ſhould ſee him no more, but 
they ſhould ſee him, and that then they ſhould know that 
he was in the Father, and they in him, and he in 
them, F. 19. 20. That the Comforter who was the 
Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father fhould ſend in his Name, 
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Pould teach them all things, and bring all things to their 
Remembrance, whatſoever he had ſaid unto them before, 
5. 26. He dwelt long upon the Allegory of his be- 


ing 


an Argument of his Dromity, 15 
ing the Vine, his Father the Husband-Man, and they 
the Branches, John xv. 1—8. Theſe and ſeveral o- 
ther things of a like Nature he ſpake unto them in 
Proverbs in dark, myſtical and allegorical Expreſ- 
ſions, but now ſays he, henceforth I ſhall no more 
ſpeak to you in Proverbs, but ſhall ſpeak plainly to 
you of the Father, from whom I came into the World, 
and to whom I return again. Upon this the Diſci- 
ples owned that he ſpoke plainly, and k NE 
ALL THINGS. | 

We have here a full and explicit Confeſſion made 
by the Diſciples, and not in the leaſt contradicted by 
Jeſus Chriſt, of the OuxisciENck of him, whom they 
owned to be the Son of God; who ſince he had dur- 
ing the whole courſe of his Miniſtry given Glory 
to God the Father, would not, we may be ſure, in 
this weighty particular (when he had juſt before de- 
clared that he would nolonger ſpeak to them in Pxo- 
VERBS) have left them in an error of that infinite 
Importance, and intirely inconſiſtent with what they 
then were inſtructed to believe. Now if he was 
Omniſcient at that time, he certainly was ſo a 
day or two before, when he told them what figns 
ſhould be of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, tho” 
he might not think it proper then to acquaint 
them with the preciſe Day and Hour, when that 
terrible Deſolation ſhould fall upon the Jewiſb 
Nation, Polity and Temple. And I would have 
it obſerved, that both theſe Diſcourſes between ur 
Lord and his Diſciples were made before his Reſurre- 
ction, which I mention leſt ſome ſhould imagine 
that all Power was not give him in Heaven and 
in Earth till after he was rifen from the Dead, and 
conſequently that ſuppoſing him to have been at any 
time Omniſcient, yet he might poſſibly not be ſo before 
his Paſſion. | | 

IT. What has been argued already from the Decla- 
ration which the Diſciples made ro our Lord = 
1 6 « ore 
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16 The Omniſcience of the Son of God, 
fore he was betrayed, manifeſtly ſhews that he [was 
— OMNISCIENT:: So that we may from hence ſafely 

conclude that he who KNEw ALL THINGS could 
not be ignorant of that Day and Hour. But even 
without the aſſiſtance of that Text, we may fairly 
conclude it from what precedes and from what fol- 
lows this Declaration in this xiii Chapter of St. 

Mark. It is all one to my purpoſe to prove the 
Omniſcience of the Son, whether by the Day and 
Hour here be meant the preciſe time of the Day of 
Judgment, or of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem by Titus. 
It is certain and denyed by none, that I know of, 
that the former part of this Chapter relates only to 
the latter, and tho' the immediately antecedent Words 
from V. 24. to V. 28. ſeem chiefly to relate to the Day 
of Judgment, yet what he ſays V. 30. that hat Ge- 
neration ſhould not paſs away till all thoſe things were 
done, determines the whole Prophecy (at leaſt as to 
irs immediate and primary Completion) to the De- 
ſtruction of Feru/alem, and of the ſecond Temple, 
and with that to the Diſſolution of the whole JFewi/p 
Polity, which never afterwards roſe again; and ſo 
the moſt learned Interpreters among the Moderns 
underſtand it. Now it we underſtand this whole 
Chapter in this Senſe, then we ſhall ſee that the 
Signs which our Lord points at are ſo very particular, 
that it will not be eaſy to imagine that he who di- 
rected his Diſciples to them in ſuch a regular manner 
following one another, could poſſibly be ignorant of 
the preciſe time that happen'd ſo ſoon afterwards, 
Of theſe Signs that which I ſhall inſiſt chiefly upon, 
and which indeed carries the greateſt difficulty, is 
the Abomination of Deſolation (Bo Þ tenpwrius) 
ſpoken of by Daniel. the Prophet, landing in the holy 
place, Matt. xxiv. 17. or as in St. Mark ſtanding 
where it ought not, Mark xiii. 14. Theſe Evange- 
liſts quote the Prophet as he is tranſlated into 
Greek, Dan. ix. 27. The words in the Hebrew 


are 
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are, h EIYPU > D T upon the Wing, the Abomis 


nations of the Deſtroyer. This we render, for the 


overſpreading of Abominations he ſhall make it deſolate: 
Many eminent Men underſtand theſe words of the 
actual inveſting of Jeruſalem under Ceſtius Gallus; 


and ſome think they relate to the laſt deſtructive 


Siege by Titus. This they are led to by what Sr. 


Lake ſays concerning this very matter, Luke xxi. 20. 


When ye ſhall ſee Jeruſalem compaſs'd about with Ar- 
mies, then know that the DESOLATION (Egypwors) thereof 
is nigh. Deſolation is the word uſed in both places, 
and this encompaſſing the City by the Roman Armies, 
being truly BJiavyua (an Abomination) in more 
ſenſes than one, many learned Men have interpreted 
the one by the other; but with ſubmiſſion to great 
names, I apprehend this BdeAvyuc P On LWTEWS, this 
Abomination of Deſolation to have originally been 
meant by the Prophet Daniel of ſomething elſe. 
Joſephus, who is without Controverſy a good Wit- 


neſs.in this Caſe, whatever I may apprehend him to 


have been in many others, Joſephus 1 ſay informs us 


* 1 


o 


— 


I would have it here obſerv'd that EMMPVU Shikkutfim comes 
from YDW Skikkets a Technical Word in the Moſaic Law origi- 
nally appropriated to that ſet of Pollutions which ſpring from Bo- 
dies alive or dead that are unclean, as may be plainly prov'd 
from the very many Paſſages in Leviticus xi. 1n-which that word 
is uſed, The more common word MYWN Thoavah ſignifies an 
abominable, a deteſtable thing of a Moral as well as a Legal 
Nature, and more frequently the former: and even when it re- 
lates to legal Pollutions, it is not often uſed with Reference to any 
particular ſort of them. And accordingly it is remarkable that 
in Ezek.v.11. viii. 20. where both ſorts of Abominations are 
hinted at, the two Hebrew words Shikkutſim and Toavoth are 
ſet down. When therefore in this Prophecy of Daniel, we find 
the Shikkutſim upon the Wings of the Holy Place, which was 
literally compleated in the Abominations of thoſe Zealots, whoſe 
Carcaſes and Blood were ſcattered about the Sanctuary before its 
final Deſtruftion, the curious Reader will be pleaſed to ſee a Tech- 
nical Word uſed by the Prophet inſtead of a Common one, 


that 
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that the Diviſions, the Tumults, and the mutual 


Slaughters of the Jews that were got together at 
that time in Jeruſalem, were the immediate motives 
that induced Titus to come up and beſiege the Town. 
Of the Party then in Jeruſalem, ſome were for ac- 
commodating matters with an Enemy ſo vaſtly ſu- 
perior to them in Power, and from whom nothing 
leſs than utter ruin was to be expected at latt 3 
others again were as eagerly againſt it. Of thoſe 
that were againſt making any manner of terms, the 
chiefeſt and the moſt miſchievous were a crew of 
Robbers, who for their appearing concern for the 
Honour of God, which 'thcy could not bear to ſee 
proſtituted to a Gentile Power, were called Zealots. 
This gang of Men had ſeized upon the Holy Place 
and fortifyed it. They had ſtore of Engines which 
had been left in the Country by Ceſtius Gallus the 
Syrian Governour, when he beſieged the City about 
three Years before. With theſe they ſhot from the 
Pinnacles, or Battlements, or Wings of the Temple, 


upon the Town, whilſt thoſe without (for the Tem- 


ple was then ſhut up) ſhot likewiſe at them, b 
which means great numbers were killed on bot 


. fides 3 and the Temple became thereby polluted with 
_ the Blood of the Slain that were within it. This was 


literally an abominable thing; the daily ſervice was 
intermitted, and the Sanctuary according to the Jeu- 
1% Notions of the word was become deſolate, This, 
which is fully warranted by Joſephus, is the literal 
Explication of this remarkable Sign. The Zealots 
who killed many of the Jews in the City, were killed 
in their turn by them, when they were ſhot from 
the Town as they ſtood upon the Battlements. They 
were ©2 2Y al cenaph upon the Wings of the Holy 
Place as Daniel ſpeaks. Canaph is properly the Ving 
of a Bird, which is ſpread out when the Bird flies; 
thence by an eaſy Metaphor it came to fignify the 
Battlements of any Building, and conſequently of — 

; the 
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the Temple, which are called Iizg9vma Wings) by 
St. Matthew, Mat. iv. 7. and by St. Luke, Lukeiv. g. 
And thus the Abominations of the Deſtroyer (Shikkut« 
fin Meſhomem) literally ſtood where they ought not, in 
or updn the holy place. 

What I think juſtifies this Interpretation of this 
very remarkable Prophecy is, that we find it uſed in 
the firſt Book of Maccabees, for Antiochus Epiphanes's 
Profanation of the Altar, when he offered idolatrous 
Sacrifices upon it on purpoſe to profane it. They 


ſet up the Abomination of Deſolation upon the Altar, 


and builded 1dol- Altars throughout the Cities of Judaea 
on every fide wxodopyray BAEATTMA EFHMQEENS ON 
mT vgl I I Maccab. i. 74. It is certain that the 
Jews of that Age miſunderſtood this Prophecy. 
It is equally certain that that was not a final Deſola- 
tion, ſince Judas Maccabaeus purify'd and dedicated 
the Temple anew, a few Years afterwards: W here» 
as after this Deſtruction when Titus had once made 
an end, and that what was determined was poured 
upon the deſolate, the Temple was never built again, 
nor have the Jews reftored the Temple-Service in that 
which was once the Holy Place (or as they call it in 
the Choſen Houſe) to this very Day. And beſides, 
the Text of Daniel directs us to this individual fign, 
and not to what had been formerly done by Antio- 
chus. For there it is, is! leg; upon the Temple, as 
the Greek Tranflators render the Hebrew Al Cenaph, 
upon the Battlements, which was the very place 
where this Abomination ſtood. | of 8 
Here now we have a particular ſign foretold by 
Daniel, and emphatically applyed by our Lord, 
which never happened before, or in any Siege except 
this, and which can never happen again. Wars, Fa- 
mine, Diviſions among unſucceſstul and deſperate 
Men, and inveſting of Cities by hoſtile Troops, 
tho' they were all actually accompliſhed in a moſt 
aſtoniſhing manner at that diſmal time, yet were not 
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peculiar to that time more than to others of like W 
{ort in their own Nature. But to have the Sanctu— tl 
ary filled with armed Men, who were often killed v 


in the holy place, and who by being brought into L 
the Courts of the Temple actually defiled it with I fc 
the Carcaſes and the Blood of the ſlain, (which were v 
both of them to the higheſt degree abominable by the It 
Moſaic Law) was the diſtinguiſhing mark of this tl 
Calamity. This our bleſſed Lord bade his Diſciples t. 
particularly mind, Let him that readeth underſtand. Id 


! One of thoſe Diſciples then preſent ar leaſt, if not 7 
i more, outlived thoſe eyents. Then ſays our Lord, t 
when theſe things happen, haſten your flight, be I Þ 
bl gone, leave the City, and leave the Country too; c 
bi for nothing but the extreameſt Miſery will be the 1 
[| Portion of thoſe that ſtay behind. If you are upon 


the tops of your Houſes, run not in to take what 
; you can carry away, but as in caſes of ſuddain and 
I impetuous Fires, ſave your ſelves as well and as faſt 
[| as you can. St Luke indeed ſays nothing of this 
Sign, but only mentions the encompaſſing the City by 
the Roman Legions. But that had happen'd a little 
before, and then theſe two ſubſequent Sigus ſtrengthen 
one another. The Siege of Jeruſalem by Ceſtius 
Gallus was, plainly foretold by St. Luke, without any 
poſſible ambiguity in the Words as to the Siege it 
ſelf, tho' without naming the General that ſhould 
Carry it on. The City was then compaſſed by Roman 
Armies, which it had never before been ſince Pom- 
pey's time: That then was the firſ# ſignal given to 
the faithful to fly. The /econd ſoon after; for the 
Zealots being free'd from the apprehenſion, of any 
dreadful Conſequences of that Siege, and not fearing 
-another, poſleſt with mad Rage, ſeized the Temple, 
and with the Ammunition which Gallus had left behind 
him in a hurry from thence, - annoyed the Town. 
Thus what went before eaſily led the Diſciples to 
underſtand what followed after. And here it 4 
wort 
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an Argument of his Divinity. 21 
worth obſerving, that when no Sign was given by 
the two former Evangeliſts, to direct the Chriſtians 
when they ſhould fly out of Jeruſalem, except the 
Abomination of Deſolation, which might not have been 
ſo eaſy to be underſtood at firſt fight, St. Luke who 
wrote after St. Matthew and St. Mark, gave a ſecond 
in which they could not be miſtaken, which was 
the encompaſſing the City by a foreign Army: When 
the ſubſequent Sign followed ſo ſoon after the antece- 
dent, the hint which our Lord gave, let him that 
readeth underſtand, would naturally make them at- 
tentive. They would poſſibly reflect then, upon its 
having been miſapplyed once before, to the Profana- 
tion of the Altar under Antiochus Epiphanes, when 
he ſacrificed to his Pagan Deity, 


I am indeed aware that ſome admirable Commen- 


tators have underſtood this inveſting of Jeruſalem, 


foretold by St. Luke of the laſt Siege by Titus; and 
they interpret the Deſolation (Egywwrs) there men- 
tioned, of the final Deſtruction of that City and Tem- 


ple; and to make this bear, they tell us that the 


City was not at firſt ſo cloſely encompaſt, but that 


great numbers might eaſily eſcape. This Interpreta- 


tion I cannot acquieſce in. The Deſolation here 
meant was ſomething diſcernible by the Diſciples, 
and previous to the laſt Ruin. The Chriſtians were 
directed to read, that they might ander ſtand, i. e. to 
attend diligently to that Sie, leſt by neglecting it 
they mould be overwhelmed in the common De- 
ſtruction, and be thereby irrecoverably loſt. And 
tho' every Deſtruction of Cities and Countries, car- 
ries a Deſolation along with it, yet ſince it appears by 
that Hiſtory of the Maccabees (I Mac. i. 39.) that they 


had formerly called a Profanation of the Sanctuary, a 


Deſolation, the Chriſtians of this time (who were not 
unacquainted with that ſtory) would without Diffi- 
culty, know how to apply this Abomination of Deſo- 
lation that had been ſo long before foretold by the 

5 N Prophet 
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Prophet Daniel, to this Profanation of the Holy 
Place by theſe mad Zealots. 

Let us now a little compare all theſe Signs toge- 
ther. Feſus Chriſt foretold at firſt, that not one 
fone of all thoſe goodly Buildings ſhould be left upon ano- 


ther; that there ſhould be Wars and rumours of Wars, | 


when Nation ſhould riſe again Nation, and Kingdom 
againſt Kingdom, that there ſhould be Famines, Peſti- 
liences and Earthquakes in divers places, that falſe Pro- 
| phets and falſe Chriſts ſhould ariſe, who ſhould amuſe 
. them with deſtractive hopes of imaginary Deliverances ; 
that Jeruſalem ſhould be encompaſſed by a foreign Ene- 
my, who ſhould at laſt make a final Deſtruction of it, 
and of all that was therein; that the Abomination of De- 
ſolation ſhould ſtand in the holy place, where of all places 


in the World it ought not to have ſtood, and that all | 


theſe things ſhould come to paſs, whilſt ſome of the pre- 
ent Generation were ſiill alive. Now when ALL, 
THESE THINGS did literally come to paſs, as our Lord 
had forty Years before foretold they ſhould : When 
the full completion of theſe Prophecies is preſerved 
to us by a Jewiſh. Writer, who was concern'd in 
thoſe very Troubles, and who did not preſerve the 


Memory of them with any view of gratifying Chri- 


ſtians, whofe great Maſter had ſo long ago toretold 
their coming to paſs: When the Romans were pea- 
ceable Governours of Judaea at the publication of 
theſe Prophecies, and that there was then no proſpect 
of the Commotions which ſometime after happened 
when it was the capital Accuſation of this very Pro- 
phet to the Roman Governour, that he ſet himſelf 
up to be King in oppoſition to Cae/ar, by whom 
that Governour was Commiſſion'd : Can we imagine 
that Je/us Chriſt who was this Prophet, could poſſi- 
bly be ignorant of the Day and Hour when theſe 
Predictions ſhould finally be compleated? Ought we 
not rather to think that all that he meant by thar 
Expreſſion was, that that was not a proper _— 
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him to reveal the particular minute when that great 
event ſhould happen, eſpecially ſince he had taken 
care to ſhew them the time when they ought to 
provide for their own ſafety, and had aſſured them 
that the final Deſtruction from which they were ad- 
viſed to make their eſcape, was at band, and even 
at the Doors. | 

III. The obſcurity of this Expreſſion of the Sons 
not knowing the Day and Hour, might appear very 
ſingular, and very difficult to be accounted for, if 
this were the only paſſage in the Evangeliſts, in which 
our Lord expreſs'd himſelf in a doubtful or myſtical 
manner. I have already ſhewn that in his laſt diſ- 
courſe with his eleven Diſciples juſt before he went 
into the Garden, moſt part of what he ſaid was Fi- 
gurative and Allegorical, and that they frequently in- 
terrupted him, as deſiring to be farther informed, 
till at laſt he told them that he came from God, and 
would return to him again, to which he added that 
he would hereafter ao more ſpeak to them in Proverbs. 
The ſame method he conſtantly follow'd in his other 
Diſcourſes, when he was urged to make ſuch as he 
then thought improper Manifeſtations of himſelf. 

Soon after he began his Miniſtry, John ii. at the 
firſt Paſſover, which happen'd after he entred upon 
his Office, he turned the buyers and ſellers and 
Money-changers out of the Temple, and gave this 
reaſon why he did ſo, that they ſhould not make his 


Father's houſe, a Houſe of Merchandize, V. 16. who 


his Father was they knew not, nor did he tell them. 
And when the Jews asked him thereupon what Sign 
of his being a Prophet he could ſhew that be did 
thoſe things? V. 18. He anſwered them in ſo ambi- 
uous a manner that none of his Auditors under- 
ftood him. Deſtroy that Temple ſaid he, and in three 
days I will raiſe it up, V. 19. How little they un- 
derſtood what he meant by this which he called a 
S16N, appears by their next Queſtion, forty and fin 
| Zears 
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Years was this Temple in building, and wilt thou rear 
z Up in three days? V. 20. The Diſciples underſtood 
this as little as the People, nor did he then explain 
it to them. It was not till after his Reſurrection 
that his Diſciples remembred that he had ſaid this unto 


them; and then they perceived that he ſpake this of | 


the Temple of his Body, V. 21. 22. And we find after- 
wards that our Lord's Accuſers at his Tryal brought 


this Expreſſion of his as an Evidence againſt him, 


that he intended to deſtroy the material Temple, and 
aboliſh the whole Jewiſh Ceremony. 

John iii. Nicodemus came to Feſus; he was a Ruler 
among the Jews, a Phariſee, and one eminently lear- 
ned in the Law. He told our Lord that he was 
ſure he came from God, becauſe 20% Man could do 
the things that he did, unleſs God was with him: Our 
Lord gave no ſatisfactory Anſwer to this; he ſaid in- 
deed, that anleſs a Man was born from above, he could 
not ſee the Kingdom of God. Flow, ſays Nicodemus, 
can a Man be born when he is old? Can he enter a ſe- 
cond time into his Mothers Womb, and be born? This 
ſhews that he deſired a more explicative Anſwer, and 
yet all that our Saviour reply'd was only this, That 
unleſs a Man were born of Water and of the Spirit, 
he could not enter into the Kingdom of God. Nicodemus 
knew full well from the receiv'd Doctrine of” the 
Scribes and Phariſees, what being born of Water 
meant. He knew that Baptiſm was the conſtant 
Ceremony of Initiation of the Proſelytes of any 
Teacher among them, and conſequently he under- 
ſtood by theſe words that Jeſus Chriſt intended to 
ſhew that his Diſciples muſt be baptized with Water, 
before they could cnter into his Kingdom. Farther 
he underſtood not, and as to the Nature or Place 
of his KINGDOM, thoſe he was wholly a ſtranger to; 
and yet more fo (it is poſſible) to the Birth of the 
Spirit. He anſwers therefore with admiration, How 
can theſe things be? V. 9. Still our Saviour did not: 

clearly 


. 


Gow 


IR os ele es & > 6 Mile. 5. a Bt. 


* 
7 


an Argument of his Divinity, 25 


clearly ſatisfy him, He directed him to believe that 


he was come from Heaven to bring Salvation into 
the World; and that becauſe he ſpoke what he knew, 
and teſftify'd what he had ſeen; and then ſaid, that 
as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even 


% muſt the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoſoever 


would believe in him, ſhould not periſh, but have ETER= 
NAL Lirx, V. 11, 14, 1. This was all he faid, the 
lifting up of the Son of Man was wholly a Myftery 
to this Rabbi; it was deſigned ſo to be; that was not 
a fit time to MAKE IT KNOWN: It was enough for 
him then, if he believed : He ſhould, if he would 
but believe on, as he had done already, that Jesus 
was a Teacher ſent from God, know time enough 
who they were that were loft, and know this great 
Prophet came 0 ſeek and to ſave them. 

Before I proceed to other Diſcourſes of our Sa- 
viour, I would obſerve that theſe words of his, My- 
ſtical as they then were, however they {appear o- 


| therwile to us now, did ſo far ſatisfy Nicodemus, that 


he afterwards appeared in Vindication of our Lord 
ar a Meeting of the High Prieſts and Phariſees, John 
vii. when it was by no means ſafe to appear openly 
in his defence; and at laſt when his Body was taken 
down from the Croſs, when it was yet more dangs 
erous to ſhew him any Honour, Nicodemus brought a 
coſtly and princely preſent of one hundred pound 
weight of Myrrhe and Aloes to embalm the Body 
with betore its Interment, thereby fulfilling along 
with 7o/eph of Arimathaea that illuſtrious Prophecy 
of 1/aizh's, that he ſhould make his Grave with the 
rich at his Death, Iſai. liii. 9. but this onely by the 
way. I go on. | | 
John iv. our Lord diſcourſed with the Samaritan 
Woman at Jacobs Well. He talk'd more plainly to 
her than he ſeems to have done to the Fews in the 
former Paſſover at Jeruſalem: For he told her in 
direct words that he was the Chriſt, V. 26. and yet 
D 


even 


D 
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even then he ſpoke figuratively to her, when ſpeak” 
ing of the Water of the Well that was before them, 


he ſaid, I hoſocver drinketh of this Water fhall thirſt 


again; but whoſoever drinketh of the Water that I 
hall give him, ſhall never thirſt ; but the Water that 


1 ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a Well of Mater 
ſpringing up into Everlaſting Life, V. 13. 14. Which 
_ anſwer the poor Woman did not in the leaſt under- 


ſtand, when ſhe reply'd, Sir give me this Mater, that 
1 thirſt not, neither come hither to draw, V. Iy. 

John vi. our Lord fed about five thouſand Perſons 
beſides Women and Children, with five Barly Loaves 
and two ſmall Fiſhes, and there were twelve Baskets 
full of Fragments gathered up after they had eaten 
and were filled. 'The People hereupon were very 


deſirous to follow him, and he taking occaſion from 


this Miracle that he had lately wrought, told them 
that his Fleſh was Meat indeed, and his Blood was 
Drink indeed, V. 78. and that unleſs they ſhould eat 
his Fleſh, and drink his Blood, they ſhould have no Life 
n them, V. 73. and this in Contradiſtinction to the 
Manna which their Fathers did eat .in the Wilderneſs, 
and were dead, V. 78. this we are told ſhock'd many 
of his Diſciples, ſo that they went back and walked 
no more with him, V. Gd. | | | 

Jobn vii. we have an account of our Lords going 
up to Feruſalem at the Feaſt of Tabernacles. He 
went up about the middle of the Feaſt, which laſted 
eight Days. Upon the eighth day, they poured out 
W ater in the Court of the Temple before the Altar, 
as they had done the other ſeven days before. This 
tho' not commanded in the Law of Moſes, yet being 
in itſelf innocent, and underſtood by the learned Men 
of that time to be Typical of the Effuſion of the 


Holy Spirit, which they firmly expected, tho? they 


knew not when, or how that Effuſion ſhould be, 
was not diſapproved by our Saviour, when he al- 
luded to that Cuſtom of pouring Water upon the 
| Ground 
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an Argument of his Dromity, 27 


Ground in the Sanctuary which is deſcribed in the Miſ- 

na ( Fuccoth. iv. 8.) On the contrary he takes occaſion 
from hence to teach the People in his allegorical way. 
In the laſt day, that great day of the Feaſt, Jeſus flood 
and cryed, . ſaying, if any Man thirft, let him come unto 
me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the Scrip- 
ture hath ſaid, out of his Belly fhall flow Rivers of 
living Water, V. 37, 38. This the Evangeliſt tells 
us was not then underſtood, ſince they did not know 
that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould proceed from him. For 
the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was 
not glorify'd, V. 39. 

Jobn viii. he goes on in the ſame myſtical manner: 
He declared indeed that he came from God, V. 42. and 
that hoſe that kept his ſaying ſhould never ſee Death, 
V. 71. But this they could not underſtand, for want 
of being inſtructed in the nature of the Redemption 
which he was about to work, or of the nature and 
place of the Kingdom into which he deſigned to 
bring them: He ſaid, He was the light of the World 
and that thoſe that followed him ſhould not walk in 
Darkneſs, V. 12. That he would go his way, and they 
ſhould ſeek him, and ſhculd dye in their Sins, becauſe 
whither he went they could not come, V. 21. This con- 
founded them; what, ſaid the Jews, will he kill him- 
ſelf, becauſe he ſaith, whither 1 go ye cannot come? 
V. 22. And whereupon when they asked him, who 
be was? He would not anſwer them openly, but 
only ſaid, that he was the ſame that ſpake to them from 
the beginning, V. 25. And tho' he over and over 
told them, that he came from the Father, and they 
might have plainly enough perceived (as indeed ma- 
ny of them often did) that by the Father he un- 
derſtood the ſupreme God, whom they all worthip'd, 
yet as they did not ſufficiently comprehend who he 
was, ſo he would not ſpeak more plainly to them. 
They underſtood not that he ſpake to them of the Fa- 
ther, V. 27. And what he _ immediately after, y+— 

2 1 


then ſhall ye know that I am he, V. 28. This none 


23 Dye Omniſcience of the Sou of God, 
ſtill darker, when ye have lift up the Son of Man, 


of them, not even the Diſciples themſelves inter- 
preted of his Crucifixion, and that was not the Hour 
for him to ſay more. 

John ix. He cured the Man that was born blind; 
the Reaſon he gave for doing ſo was, Becauſe he muſt 
work the works of him that ſent him, whilſt it was day; 
for the night was coming, when no Man could work, 
V. 4. this we now eaſily underſtand to be meant of 
our Lords doing what good he could whilſt he was 


upon Earth, before he ſuffered; but the Diſciples 


could make little of it, and it may very well be rec- 
koned among the reſt of his dark ſayings, that the 
Spirit brought to their Remembrance after his Aſ- 
cenſion. | 
John x. the Allegory or Parable of the Sheepfold, 
the Thieves and Robbers, and the Porter, is declared 
to be ſuch by St. John, V. G. and the Phariſees un- 
derſtood it not: And when he told them afterwards 
that he was the door of the Sheep, V. 7, 9. and the 
good Shepherd, V. 11, 14. and that he intended 70 lay 
down bis Life for the Sheep, V. 11. and that he had 
power to lay down his life, which no Man could take 
from him, und power to take it again, V. 18. and that 
be had other Sheep which were not of that Fold, which 
be was to bring in, that they might hear his voice, that 
there might be one Flock and one Shepherd, V. 16. theſe 
expreſſions were all ſufficiently myſterious to them, 
and this accordingly occaſioned a diviſion among them. 
So that when ſome believed on him, becauſe he had 
opened the Eyes of the blind, and by ſuch their Faith 
had made him the only return that he defired for that 
glorious Miracle, others ſaid, he had a Devil and was 
mad, V. 19, 20, 21. He did indeed afterwards (when 
ſome of his hearers were uneaſy at the ſuſpence in 
which he held them, and deſired him to fell them 
plainly whether he was the Chriſt, V. 24.) lay, * 
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he and bis Father were one, V. 30. but this had ſo 
little effe& upon them, that they look'd upon him 
as a Blaſphemer, and took up Stones to throw at him, 
as the Law REO where Men were legally con- 
victed of that Crime, V. 31. 

John xi. Lazarus is raiſed from the Dead. By the 
Hiſtory of that aſtoniſhing Miracle it is manifeſt, 
that when he told Martha in plain words that he 
was the Reſurrection and the Life, V. 25. ſhe did not 
underſtand him, but told him that the body ſtank, 
when he bad them take away the ſtone that lay over 
Lazarus's Grave, V. 30. Now tho' this muſt not 
be reckon'd among his dark ſayings, ſince he inſtantly 
explained it by affirming that he that believed in him, 
tho' he were dead, ſhould yet live; and that whoſoever 
lived and believed in him ſhould never die, V. 25, 26. 
yet it was all myſterious to her, becauſe ſhe knew 
not the NATURE or the PLace of his KINGDOM, and 
that was not the time to add more. | 
John xii. the Paſſion of our Lord. was at hand: 
The hour was come when the Son of Man ſhould be glo- 
rify'd, V. 23. The judgment of this World was now. 
Now ſhould the Prince of this World be caſt out. And 
if he were lifted up from the Earth, he ſhould draw 
all Men to him, V. 31, 32. He ules his old Meta- 
phor, which they as little underſtood, as others did 
before. And when they deſired him to explain it, 
he purſued his dark way of ſpeaking, involving his 
diſcourſe under the Allegories of Light and Darkneſs, 

I have choſen theſe Inſtances of our bleſſed Savi- 
ours method of declaring the things that immedi- 
ately concerned himſelf both to his Diſciples and to 
the People, out of St. John's Goſpel, becauſe that 
Evangeliſt wrote many Years after the other three 
had publiſhed theirs, and ſupplyed what was wanting 
in the reſt, concerning his NA ruRR, the deſign ot 
his coming, his buſineſs here, and his method of re- 
vealing his Doctrine and his Miſſion till the very _—_ 
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of his ſuffering. We find many Paſſages of a like 


nature in the others, ſo that we need not wonder fo 
much, if in a Prophecy which foretold the {final 
Deſtruction of the Fewiſh Government, the ruin of 
the Temple and capital City, and the perpetual Diſ- 
fipation of that whole Nation, he did not ſpeak fo 
plainly as either his Diſciples could have wiſhed for, 
or we at this diſtance might deſire. 

IV. As myſterious and obſcure as this conduct of 
our bleſſed Lord may appear to us now, yet it will 
not be difficult to diſcern when he deſigned to conceal 
himſelf, and when he did not. His forerunner John 
the Baptiſt opened his Miniſtry with Preaching Re- 
pentance to the Jews, becauſe the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven (i.e. the Kingdom of the Meſſiah) was at hand. 
He always declared that he was not that Prophet 
whom the People then expected. He wrought no 
Miracles, but told his hearers that one ſhould come af- 
ter him, the latchet of whoſe Shoes he was not worthy 
to unlooſe. And when he ſaw Jeſus walking by, he 
ſaid to thoſe that were preſent, Behold the Lamb of 
God. All that John the Baptiſt ſaid was plain and 
open, and the nature of his Commiſſion required it 
ſhould be ſo. When he had done what he was ſent 
to do, he fell into Herod's hands, whom he had re- 
buked for his unlawtul Commerce with Herodias his 
Brother Philip's Wife, and ſo was taken off. His 
Commiſſion then expired with his Death, if not be- 
fore, when he was caſt into Priſon ; and thoſe whom 
he had baptized into the expectation of a Meſſiab 
that juſt then appeared, were thereby prepared to 
receive him when they ſhould know who he was, 

When our Lord entred upon his Miniſtry, as 
his Commiſſion was of a different Nature, ſo he 
executed it in a different manner. He began 
with working. Miracles, which all tended as well 
to the benefit of Mankind, as to the Demonſtra- 
tion of his Fer; when by the Miracles which 
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he wrought, the People were prepared diligently to 
attend to, and to receive his Doctrine, he taught 
them ſometimes by Para#les, and ſometimes without. 
In his Sermon upon the Mount, which ſeems to have 
been preach'd very ſoon after his entry upon his Of- 
fice, he opened his Commiſſion, and by ſpeaking in 
a commanding ſtyle, as well as by the things them- 
ſelves which he ſpoke, the People plainly ſaw that 
he taught them as one who had Authority, and mot as the 
Scribes. He enlarged upon the bleſſedneſs which he 
came to reveal, and upon the Qualifications of thoſe 
that were to enjoy it. He explained the moral Du- 
ties of the Decalogue. He compared his own com- 
mands with thoſe given before to Moſes, He ſhewed 
wherein the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, how ſtrict ſoever it might ſeem to be, was 
deficient. He required his Diſciples to be ready to 
paſs by Injuries, and to forgive thoſe that wronged 
them. He deſcribed the method of giving Alms 
with advantage to themſelves. How they ſhould 
pray, and what Diſpoſitions of mind were requiſite to 
cauſe their Prayers to be heard. How they ſhould 
faſt, whar little reaſon they had to be over-ſolicitous 
about their condition in this World. He condemns 
raſh Judging and Cenſuring of the Actions of other 
Men, directing them firſt ro look at home: And ar 
laſt exhorted them to a ſtrict obſervation of his Laws 
by aſſuring them that that was the only way by 
which they could hope to enter into his Kingdom; 
In all theſe particulars he was plain and explicit, 
nothing Ambiguous, nothing Myſtical or Ænigma- 
tical appears in all that he ſaid. And as he did nor 
deſign to conceal his meaning in any matters of a 
Moral Nature, but always ſpoke as became a Prea- 
cher of Righteouſneſs, {o it is evident by the Re- 
flection, which his Hearers made upon his Doctrine 
and the manner in which he delivered it, that he 
was not miſunderſtood, 5 N 
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At other times, when he ſpoke upon other ſub- 
jects, he taught the People in Parables; and this he 
purpoſely did, eraſe (as he told his Diſciples when 
they asked him why he taught the People in that 
manner) they ſeeing ſee not, and hearing they hear not, 
neither do they underſtand, Mar. xiii. 10, 13. when 
any of them ſhew'd a Curioſity to know who he 
was, and what was the extent of his Authority, and 
to be apprized of the ultimate deſign of his coming, 
he generally concealed himſelf. He bade them ſtill 
look back ro the works that he wrought, -and they 
would ſatisfy them, as they had already ſatisfied Ni- 
codemus, that he came from God, and that God was 
his Father. And therefore he ſtill commanded them 
to believe in him, intimating thereby that that was 
enough for them as yet to do. That was the univer- | 
ſal and indeed the ſole Injunction which he laid upon 
thoſe upon whom or for whoſe ſake he wrought an 
Miracles. And be they who they would, Gentiles 
as well as Jews, that apply'd to him (as appears by 
the Caſe of the Syrophoenician Woman, and the Cen- 
turion for whom even the Jews interceded, becauſe 
be loved their Nation, and had built them a Synagogue) 
and implored his Aſſiſtance, if they declared their 
Belief in him, as in a Perſon ſent from God, he de- 
fired no more, and never ſent them away without 
relief. But, as that was not the time for him to de- 
clare the utmoſt extent of his Power and Authority, 
and much leſs the Nature of his Kingdom which he 
(and John Baptiſt before him) fignified to be juſt at 
hand, to ſhew them how he deſigned to redeem 
Mankind, or to manifeſt his Divinity in plain and 
explicit Words; ſo when any ſubject led him to diſ- 
courſe upon thoſe Heads, tho? he ſaid enough to en- 
gage an humble and tractable Soul, to put an entire 
Confidence in him and in all he ſaid, yet he wrapt 
them up for the moſt part in Myſterious and Alle- | 
gorical Expreſſions, Theſe, tho' not then under+ 


ſtood, | 
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ſtood, yet after the effuſion of the Holy Spirit were 
clearly comprehended not only by his Diſciples, bu 
by the obedient and humble part of thoſe to whom 
they preach'd. » 5 

V. The particular Reaſons why our Lord acted in 
this manner, are not at all difficult to be underſtood 
by us now. In the Text before us, we may upon 
enquiry ſatisfie ourſelves that he in Mercy concealed 
the Day AN D Hou from his Diſciples, whether 
they be underſtood of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem 
or of the Day of Judgment. | 

If we interpret theſe Words of the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, we ſhall eaſily fee that if they had known, 


and afterwards divulged them (as in the nature of things 


they would unavoidably have done) they would as 
unavoidably have expoſed themſelves to the rage and 
fury of the Zealots of all Sects, who crucity'd our 
Lord firſt, and afterwards ſtoned St. Stephen for ſpeak- 
ing, What they called, blaſphemous words againſt 


Moſes, and againſt God. Now it was againſt our 


Lords deſign, in any thing that he ſaid, unneceſſa- 
rily to provoke the Jews, till the Goſpel had gotten 
ſufficient root throughout the whole Roman Empire 
(& d vi o. Matt. xxiv. 14.) For that Reaſon 
the Apoſtles (St. Paul eſpecially) became all things to 
all Men, that by any means they might ſave ſomes 
That Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who had been bred a 
Phariſee, was at charges with four Diſciples, who 
had taken upon them the Nazarite's Vow, that all 
might know that be himſelf walked orderly and kept the 
Law, Acts xx1.24. He had circumciſed Timothy be- 
fore, becauſe his Mother was a Jewe/s, Acts xvi. 3. 
In ſhort the whole Moſaic Oeconomy was preſerved 
by Chriſtians of Jewiſh Extraction, as well as by tho 
Jews who would not believe in Chriſt, who lived at 
Jeruſalem, till the Abomination of Deſolation was ſet 
up in the Holy Place, which was foretold as a ſigna 
for the Chriſtians to withdraw, When once they 
ſaw that, they knew the tics was come; to have 
f tõl 
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told them when it ſhould come to paſs before it did, 
mighr probably have in ſome meaſure defeated the 
deſigns of Providence. For it was then determined 
to put a final end to the appearance as well as to the 
validity of the whole Levitical Diſpenſation, and to 
puniſh in the moſt terrible and waſting manner that 
execrable Generation, who when they crucified the 
Lord of Glory, deſired that his Blood might be upon 
them and upon their Children. It might alſo have 
been an Inſtruction poſſibly to the People to have 
ſubmitted to the Romans, and by that means they 
might have repreſt the fury of the Zealots. That 
perhaps might have put a ſtop to the motions of 


Titus, and thereby have prevented the ruin then 


falling upon them, and then, that which was deter- 
mined would not haue been poured upon the Deſolate con- 
trary to the expreſs Prediction of the Prophet Da- 
niel. Our Lord therefore told his Diſciples that that 
Day and Hour was not THEN to be MADE KNOWN, 
tho? he gave them what in Mercy he judged to be 
ſufficient, namely the /igns of the end of that Age 
( (wlindas I aid, Matt. xxiv. 3.) i. e. of that 
time when all theie things ſhould be fulfilled. Now 
when they ſhould fee all theſe Signs wonderfully ful- 
filled, eyen with over-meaſure, they would have 
then, as all future Ages have ſince had, certain Evi- 
dence and undeniable Demonſtration that he was ſent 
from God. He ſaid enough to put them, and all 
conſidering Men upon their guard; fuller and more 
particular Indications of the time were then by no 
means proper; for tho' they might poſhbly have 
been able to bear his words, yet others might have 
made an ill uſe of them contrary to his original In- 
tention, | 
Suppoſe now on the other hand, that this Day 
and Hour were ultimately meant of the Day of 
Judgment. The Revelation of that preciſe time fo 


ſoon might have had a very ill effect upon the Diſ- 


ciples, and by their means upon the firſt Chriftians : 


Inſtead | 
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Inſtead of ſitting (as the Mother of Zebedees Chil- 
dren deſired for her Sons) one at his right hand, and the 
other at his left hand in his Kingdom, they would ſoon 
have perceived, that the promiſed reward was a great 
way off. The Scoffers in St. Peter's days, upbraided 
the faithful with asking, Where is the Promiſe of his 
coming? For fince the Fathers fell aſleep all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the Creation, 
2 Pet. 111.4. To whom he makes this juſt Anſwer, 
One day with the Lord is as a thouſand years, and a thous 
ſand years as one day. The Lord is not ſlack concerning 
his promiſe, as ſome, men count ſlackneſs, but is long- 


ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any fhould pe- 


riſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance, y.8.9. 
If the faithful were attacked in that ſo early time, 
when the Day and Hour were kept in ſuſpence, 
how greatly would they have been ſtaggered, it our 
Lord had been particular about them in this Pro- 
phecy? It is now near one thouſand ſeven hundred 
Years fince this Prophecy was made; and who 
knows how many Ages yet to come this Earth may 


laſt? We are now by a long ſeries of Events, through 


ſo many ſucceſſive Generations inſtructed Nor to at- 
tend to times and ſeaſons that are unrevealed, and each 
Man is directed always to have in view what manner 
of perſon he ought to be in all Converſation and Godli- 
neſs ; as firmly believing that if he does fo, he ſhall 
in God's good time reap the fruit of his Labours. 
This ſecret therefore of the long duration of this 
World, was ftudiouſly concealed from the firſt Chri- 
ſtians; and they were exhorted inceſſantly to watch 
and 7o pray, as not knowing but the end of all things 
might be at hand. Nay it may be juſtly queſtioned 
whether the preciſe time of the Day of Judgment 
was revealed here to any of the Apoſtles, except 
perhaps to St. John. Here was certainly no neceſ- 
ſity of their being taught it. And even his Reve- 
lation is wrapt up in ſuch dark and allegorical Repre- 

1 2 ſentations, 
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ſentations, that tho' with other learned and excel- 
lent Men, I am fully perſuaded, that he was therein 
directed from above to foretel the ſeveral States of the 
Church of Chriſt till the Day of Judgment; yet it 
does not ſeem to me to have been intended to be 


0 perfectly underſtood, till all ſhould be entirely ful- 


filled: For then the Glory of God will be ſet forth by 
theſe invincible Demonſtrations of his Wiſdom, Pow- 
er, Juſtice, Mercy and Goodneſs. It is enough for us 
that are here below in a ſtate of Probation, if we can 
ſee theſe things as in a glaſs darkly, it will be time 
enough at laſt, to ſee them all clearly, as we ſee one 
another now face to face. 

Paſs we on now to ſome of thoſe things which our 
Lord ſpake very myſtically, not to the People only, 
but even in a great meaſure to his Niſcipics. His de- 
ſign of coming down from the Father, as he cold the 
Jews, was to ſeek and to fave thoſe that were loſt. 

he deſign he reſolved to exccute, by offering up of 


himſelf as a full, perfect, and ſufficient Oblation and 


Satisfaction to God for the Sins of Mankind. That 


offering in which he was to be ſlain, was to be made 


by wicked and execrable Men: Had he revealed 
Himſelf and all that he was to do, this deſign (if the 
People had belicved it, and his works might have 
eaſily led them to have believed it) tho' it might not 
have been liable to have been prevented, yet it might 
have met with ſuch Impediments as would have 
been utterly inconſiſtent with the end of his coming: 


whilſt they all believed that his KINGDOM was of 


this WorLD; the incredulous Jes had a pretence 
to lay hold upon him, as an Enemy both to Caeſar 
and the Law, Thereby they effectually fulfilled 
the Decree of the Father for the Salvation of Man- 
kind. And tho' St, Peter more than once confeſt 


that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God, yet it is certain 
from the Evangelical Hiſtory, that neither he, nor | 
any of the reſt of the Apoſtles, did then know our | 


Lord 
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Lord to be what he really was. This was the main 
Article, which they not only could not then bear, 
but which was by no means proper to be then clearly 
revealed. He hinted indeed often at what he was, 
but then his words were only hints, and ſuch hints 
too as were not fully underſtood. He told the People 
that he and the Father were one, but that as the Fa- 
ther ſent him, and be was ſent by the Father, ſo his 
Father was greater than he. 
That the Jewiſh Church had at that time Ideas of 
a plurality of Perſons in the divine Nature, may be 
demonſtrably proved from the Chaldee Paraphraſes, 
the Writings of Philo Judaeus, and the ancienteſt 
Jewiſh Cabbaliſts, as has been not many Years ago 
put beyond diſpute to thoſe who are in any meaſure 
competent Judges of this Queſtion, by the late in- 
comparable Dr. Allix in his Judgment of the ancient 
Jewiſh Church againſt the Unitarians; and from the 
curious extracts out of the Sepher Zoar (the Text of 
the ancient Jewiſh Cabbala) newly publiſhed in Hol- 
land by Monſr. Norrelius, an ingenious Swede, we fee 


that the Jews had a notion of ſomething very like a 


Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, and of a Metatron 
or Mediator between God and us. But how far 
theſe things were commonly underſtood by the Peo- 
ple we know not. Ir is very likely that none but the 
Maſters of Iſrael knew much of theſe matters: We 
may be pretty confident that they were not in the 
leaſt apply'd to our bleſſed Lord, nor indeed was it 
then convenient that they ſhould; thoſe that would 


believe in him had enough to reſt upon, becauſe his 


works ſpoke loudly for him, and ſhewed from whence 
he came. They had ſuch rules given them for the 
direction of their Conduct, as he expected ſhould be 
obey'd by thoſe that would profeſs themſelves to be 
his Diſciples: Thus they were told what they were 
to do, and in whom to believe; if they took him to 
be che Saviour of the World, that was ſufficient. 


But 
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But then they were directed by all that he did and 
faid, to look up to the Father as the ſender, and him 
as the Perſon ſent; and ſtill to give the Father the 
Glory in all that they ſhould ſee the Son at any time 
do; if they thought him ſuperior ro Moſes, who was 
no more than a Servant, h faithful in all his Houſe, 
whilſt he executed the commands of his great Maſter, 
whereas our Lok was his Son, to whom he com- 
municated his whole Will, they did as much as 
was then required of them to do; farther Manifeſta- 
tions of himſelf would not have ſuited with that 
ſtare of Humiliation, in which he appeared before 
his Paſſion. This concealment of himſelf till his 
Reſurrection, is what the ancient Fathers meant by 
the word Oeconomy, when apply'd to this ſubject. 
We have one remarkable inſtance of this Conceal- 
ment, in the Diſciples disbelief of the Reſurrection 
of our Lord, for ſome time after it had been declared 
to them by very competent Witneſſes that he was 
actually riſen: For tho' he had plainly told them 
more than once before, that he ſhould be crucify'd, 
and ſhould riſe again the third day; yet the firſt In- 
telligence of his Reſurrection, which they had from 
the Women who had it from the Angels, was re- 
ceived by them with ſcorn and contempt (Lake xxiv. 
1 - 11.) Their continued Ignorance of this whole 
matter to the very laſt, however they might, and did 
afterwards call even things that they had ſeen and 
heard before to mind, prevented their divulging what 
they at any time heard, where it ought not to be 
diſcloſed; by which means the work of our Salva- 


tion was carryed on by our Lord, much more eaſily. 


in the way in which he deſigned it ſhould. He choſe 
to reſide among us ſo long, that both in Fudaea and 
Galilee the People had time enough to hear his Do- 
Etrine, and to ſee his Miracles more than once; and 
till the Hou in which he actually ſuffered was come, 
he al ways withdrew from the People when they of- 
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an Argument of his Diuiniiy. 39 
fered to take him, and never made any publick De- 
clarations of himſelf that might defeat his purpoſe. 

And thus indeed our Saviour's Averrment of his 
Ignorance of the Day and Hour, may be truly enough 
underſtood of his Mediatorial ſtate in which the 
Won was joined to, or as St. Joby ſpeaks, was 
made Fleſh: For in no other Capacity he could in 
any ſenſe be thought to be ignorant of any thing. 
He always directed his Diſciples to give Glory to 
God, and to leave hidden things to him, becauſe it 
was not for them to know the times and ſeaſons 
which he had reſerved to himſelf. - 7 

I have finiſhed what I at firſt propoſed to my ſelf 
to do; I have explained this famous Text in ſuch 
a manner, as I apprehend to be ſuitable ro the me- 
thod which J7eſus Chriſt conſtantly follow'd, in 
caſes wherein he did not think it proper to ſpeak out 
more clearly. I would only now make ſome few 
Obſervations upon the whole, before J diſmiſs the 
Argument. EO 

I. In the firſt place now, I expect to be told that, 
ſince the moſt conſiderable of the Fathers, eſpecially 
of the. Greeks (ſuch as St. Athanaſius, St. Bajil, Sv. 
Gregory . Nazianzen, St. Cyril of Alexandria, and 
others) interpret this Paſſage of Jeſus Chriſt, conſiders 
ed in his humane Nature, I ought not to reject their 
Authority. If ſome few modern Interpreters have 
run counter to ſuch Men as theſe, who had ſtudy'd 
this Controverſy with the utmoſt. care, at a time 
when theſe Points were as warmly debated as ever 
they have been ſince, it is more likely that theſe new 
Men ſhould be miſtaken than thoſe great and good 
Fathers who lived ſo long ago, and it is not reaſona- 
ble that their Authority ſhould give way to ſuch a 
novel Opinion. Thoſe Gentlemen with whom EF 
have to do, will (I know very well) not make this 
Objection : But tho' they will poſſibly be better 
pleaſed with a new Interpretation, than with an old 
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one, yet others may 2 be ſhock'd at what 


they imagine goes again 


and the moſt venerable Interpreters. To theſe Men 
I ſhall offer the Determination of St. Auguſtine upon 
this very Paſſage. He was a Man of uncommon Sa- 
gacity, and one that had ſtudy'd the Scriptures with 


great Care and 2 His words are theſe, 


* & He is ignorant of that which he will not ſuffer 


cc 


others to know, i. e. which he did not know ſo as 
to tell his Diſciples at that time. Thus it was ſaid 
to Abraham , now 1 know that thou feareſt God, 
Gen. xxii. 12. i. e. now I have made thee to know 
it. For Abraham being try'd by that Temptation 
became thereby known to himſelf : For thoſe 
things he intended to relli his Diſciples, at a 


convenient time, which tho' they were yet to 


come, he ſpake of as if they were paſt, when he 
ſaid thus, Henceforth 7 call you not Servants, for the 
Servant knoweth not what his Lord doth ; but I have 
called you Friends, for all things that I have heard 
of my Father, I have made known unto you, John 


XV. 


1— 


7— — 1 — — 


22 — 


* Hoc neſcit quod neſcientes facit, id eſt, quod non ita 


ſciebat ut tune Diſcipulis indicaret: Sicut dictum eft ad Abra- 
ham, Nunc cognovi quod timeas Deum, id eſt, nunc feci ut cog- 
noſceres ; quia et ipſe fibi in illà tentatione probatus innotuit, 
Nam & illud utique dicturus erat Diſcipulis tempore oppor- 
tuno, de quo futuro tamquam praeterito loquens, ait, Jam non 
dicam vos ſervos, ſed amicos. Servus enim neſcit voluntatem 
domini ſui: Vos autem dixi amicos, quia omnia quaecunque audi- 
Vi à Paire, nota vobis feci, Quod nondum fecerat, ſed quia 
certò facturus erat, quaſi jam feciſſet locutus eſt. . Ipſis enim 
ait, Multa habeo vobis dicere, ſed non poteſtis alla portare modd, 
inter quae intelligitur & de Die ex Hora, Nam et Apoſtolus, 
neque enim judicavi me, inquit, ſcire aliquid in vobis niſi Chri- 
fum Jeſum, ex hunc Crucifxum. Eis enim loquebatur, qui 
capere altiora de Chriſti Deitate non poterant. Quibus etiam 
paullo poſt dicit, Non potui vobis Ioqui quaſi Spiritualibus, ſed 
uaſi Carnalibus. Hoc ergo inter illos neſciebat, quod per illum 


ſcire non poterant. Et hoc ſolum fe ſcire dicebat, quod eos 
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ain Argument of his Divinity, 41 
tc Xv. 17. He ſpoke of what he had not yet None, 
&« as if he had done it already, becauſe he certainly 
&* intended to do it; for he told them that be bad 
&« yet many things to ſay unto them, but they could not 
ce bear them now, John xvi. 12. among which this of 
«© the Day and Hour ought to be reckoned; fo alſo 
© the Apoſtle, I determin'd not to know any thing a- 
“ mong you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him Cruciſied, 
1 Cor. ii. 2. for he ſpoke to thoſe who could not 


© Divinity of the Son of God; and therefore a little 
“after he ſaid, I CouLD not ſpeak unto you as unto 
« - Spiritual, but as unto Carnal, 1 Cor. iii. 1. That 
* therefore he did not know among them, which 
* they could not know from him; and that bog 
* he ſaid, he knew which they ought. | hercatter, 
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per illum ſcire oportebat. Denique ſciebat inter perfectos quod 
inter parvulos neſciebat. Ibi quippe ait ſapientiam loquimur 
inter perfectos. Eo namque genere Locutionis neſcire quiſque 
dicitur quod occultat, quo dicitur foſſa caeca quae occulta eſt. 
Neque enim aliquo genere loquuntur Scx1PTURAat, quod in 
conſuetudine humana non inveniatur; quia utique HominIBUS 
Loqpuxrux. Auguſtin. de Trinitate Lib. 1. cap. 23. Edit. Bene- 
dictin. Tem. viii. p. $41. Antwerp. 1700. | 
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© to know by his means. In ſhort, he knew that 


© among thoſe that were full grown [Men,] which 


& he did not know among thoſe thar were Babes ¶ in 
&« Chriſt.] For there he ſays, e ſpeak the Wiſdom 


ce of God, 1 Cor. 11.7. Among thoſe that are perfect, 


« y.6. and by the ſame way of ſpeaking, every Man 
cc is ſaid not to know what he conceals,. that a Ditch 
© is ſaid to be blind which is not in fight: For in 
& the Scriptures no way of ſpeaking is made uſe of, 
& but what may be found in common Life, becauſe 
« the Scriptures ſpeak to Men. 
This is an excellent Interpretation of the Paſſage 
before us, and fully illuſtrates what I have advanced 
already out of the received and known ways of 
ſpeaking in the Hebrew Language, and as fully juſti- 
fies thoſe excellent Men who have gone before me. 
II. This Expoſition of this Text, St. Auſtin was 
very fond of, he uſed it in ſeveral other places in his 
Works; and beſides the Paſſages of SS. already quo- 
ted; he illuſtrated it by theſe words of God to Moſes, 
Deut. xui. 3. Thou ſhalt not hearken unto the words of 
that Prophet or that Dreamer of Dreams : For the 


Lon your God proveth you, to KNow whether you 
love the Lok your God, with all your Heart and with 


all your Soul; i. e. I will ſuffer theſe Sorcerers and 
theſe Dreamers to tempt you, that when you ſhall at any 
time withſtand their Inſinuations, you may by expe- 
rience KNOW that you truly love the Lord our God. 
Whether St. Auſtin, who was an African, had any 
skill in the old Panic, which was a Dialect of the 
ancient Phoenician or Hebrew Language, and which 


Was not in all probability wholly loſt in that Country 


in his time, I dare not ſay: If he had any skill in 
that Tongue, he would ſoon ſee how eaſily to know 
and to make known might be put for one another. 
This then is not to be leaned upon; his great under- 
ſtanding and . conſtant Meditation upon the ſtyle of 
the Scriptures, led him to find out the Truth 1 
| | TN an 
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and what I have ſaid already, will, I hope, convince 
unprejudiced Readers that his Explication of our 
bleſſed Saviours Ignorance of this Day and Hour 


may be ſafely depended upon. 
Bellarmin and his Advocate Gret/ſer, who had ends 


of their own to ſerve by it, made uſe of St. Auſtin's 


Authority to prove that Jeſus Chriſt as Man knew 
the laſt Davy and Hour. This St. Auſtin does not 
ſay, how our, Lord knew them he leaves undeter- 
mined, and ſolves the whole another way perfectly 
analogous to ſeveral Declarations which God had al- 
ready made concerning himſelf in his Word; tho' 


it ſeems evident to me, that St. Auſtin did not attribute 


that Power to Je/us Chriſt conſidered only as a Man. 
This great Father was the ſtanding Oracle of the 

Weſtern Church, for many Ages after his own time, 
ſo that it was no wonder that theſe two very learned 
Jeſuits were willing to ſhelter themſelves under his 
venerable name. But this Explication of theirs did 
not paſs without Contradiction: Dr. John Forbes, 
ſometime Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of 
Aberdeen in the laſt Century, and the Glory of the 
Epiſcopal Church of Scotland whilſt he lived, and who 
was turned out of his place, and ſuffered Baniſnment 
for adhering to it and to its Doctrines, was very 
angry with theſe Jeſuits, and openly oppoſed St. 
Auſtin's Doctrine in this particular as Erroneous. This 
truly good and learned Man was apprehenſive leaſt 
his Explication of this ſo much controverted Text, 
ſhould open a way to Equivocation and Falſhood, 
and be a means of deſtroying Faith and mutual Cre- 
dit among Men: He therefore ſet himſelf purpoſely 
to confute in his Inſtructiones Hiſtorico-Theologicae (lib. 
11. cap. 20.) and upon that occaſion inveighed againſt 
that Þoftrine in general, with great warmth, . He 


ſeems to me not to have enough conſidered the me- 
thod of our Lords revealing. himſelf whilſt he was 
upon Earth; nor to have ſufficiently attended ta fe- 
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* 


veral of his Speeches to his Diſciples, as well as to 
the reſt of the Jews, in which he concealed himſelf 
and his meaning every whit, as much as he has done 
in this particular caſe. | 
Matt. xv. A woman of Canaan (or as St. Mark calls 
her a Syro- Phoenician Noman) came to Jetus out of 


the Coaft of Tyre and Sidon, to deſire him to bea! 


ber Daughter who was grievouſly vexed with a Devil, 


V. 22. to her firſt cry our Lord made no anſwer, and 


when his Diſciples deſired him to ſend her away, V. 23. 
he anſwered in theſe plain and direct words, I am 
NOT SENT (&% &nz5aAlw) but unto the loſt ſheep of the 
bouſe of Iſrael, y.24. When ſhe yet deſiſted not for 
what he had now ſaid, he replyed farther, It is not 
meet (x t. nav) to take the Childrens bread, and to 
caſt it to Dogs, V. 26. No words can exprels a plainer 


or a flatter denial than theſe; our Lord here declared 


that he was NOT SENT to any but to the loſt ſheep of 
the bouſe of Iſrael: Vet he certainly was ſent to ſeek 
and to ſave all, every where, throughout the whole 
Nations of Mankind, that were or ſhould be Joe. 
Nay he ſays to himſelf, John x. 15, 16. where he ufes 
the {elf ſame Allegory that he does here, I lay down 
my life for the ſheep; and other ſheep I have which are 
pot of this fold, them alſo I muſt bring and they ſhall 
hear my voice, and there ſhall be one fold and one 


ſhepherd. 


What ſhall we ſay to this? Dr. Forbes's Diſtincti- 
on of Knowledge of Apprehenſion, and Knowledge of 
Approbation, were it applicable to this place, i. e. 
had our Lord ſpoken here of his Knowledge, not of 
his Mien, yet ſtill that Diſtinction could not poſſibly 
have any place here. The words literally taken 
will bear but one ſenſe; in that ſenſe this admirable 
Woman underſtood them, as appears by her anſwers, 
and by our Lords replies. But if we interpret them 
as Dr. Clark does very well in his Paraphraſe upon 
the place, we ſhall perfectly comprehend our Savi- 
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our's meaning: I am noT now ſent unto the Gen- 
« tiles: I am to preach oN to the Jews whilſt I 


* & am here; tho'I am ſent in Truth ro all Mankind, 


&« and intend to lay down my Life for them all; bur 
« that is what I do not think proper to reveal fully 
&* at this time.“ And accordingly, when her Faith 
was ſufficiently tryed, and was not "ſhaken by thoſe 
forbidding anſwers, he healed her Daughter ar laſt. 
Shall we affirm now that this anſwer of our Lords 
opens a way to Falſhood? God forbid, let God be true 
and every Man a lyar : We have ſeen already when 
Feſus Chriſt ſpoke plainly, and when he did not, and 
why he did both. When he preached Repentance 
as he did in his Sermon upon the Mount, he deſigned 
that what he ſaid ſhould be underſtood according to 
the fulleſt ſenſe and import of his words; when he 
told the People that he was the Son of God, that 
God ſent him, and that thoſe that believed in him, 
ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting life, he expected 
to he implicitely believed, and bad thoſe that ſhould 
give credence unto his words, reſt ſatisfy'd that he 
would make all his promiſes good. At other times 
we ſee that he concealed himſelf, and frequently gave 
evaſive Anſwers, and did not always intend to be un- 
derſtood. This is as manifeſt as the Meridian light 
in the Text now before us. We can now fully ex- 
plain what our Saviour ſaid in the hearing of his Diſ- 
ciples to that good Creature who applyed her ſelf to 
him then for relief ; but neither ſhe nor his Diſciples 
did then underſtand him: St. Peter (who was in all 
probability preſent at that time) certainly did not, not 
even after he had begun to preach the Go/pel of the 
Kingdom to the Jews at the great Pentecoſt. And 
therefore he was particularly inſtructed by a Viſion 
from Heaven in the lawfulneſs of Preaching to thoſe 
Sheep who were not of that Fold, to which he ori- 
ginally belonged, | 


I have 
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I have dwelt the longer upon this Text in St. 
Matthew, to ſhew that this Panic with which this 
truly pious and learned Man (who ought not to be 
named without reverence) was ſeized when he found 
himſelf urged with St. Auſtin's Explication of our 
Lords Ignorance of that Day and Hour was alto- 
ther groundleſs. There was as great a Concealment 
in theſe words of our Lord, which are recorded by 
St. Matthew, as there is in thoſe in St. Mark, nay 
in my opinion a greater, for in the words: in St. 
Mark, as St. Auſtin ſaw long ago, our Lords not, 
knowing the Day and Hour, might be fairly enough 
interpreted by making them known : Whereas here 
when Jeſus Chriſt ſaid he was NoT SEN to any bur 
Jews only, neither the Diſciples nor the Canaanitiſh 
Woman could poſſibly underſtand what he meant; 
they could not conceive that he was NOT SENT #0 
preach THEN to the Gentiles, and that their hour in 
Which they were to be called was not yet come. And 
it is very probable that this ſpeech of our Lords which 
was ſpoken upon ſo remarkable an occaſion might go 
a great way to confirm the Apoſtles firſt, and the 
Diſciples whom they converted afterwards, in an 
Opinion that the Gentiles were never deſigned to be 
partakers of that great Redemption. This is certain 
that St. Peter had a particular Viſion ſent him to 
ſet him right in this matter, and that the Diſciples 
were angry with him for going to Cornelius; and 
that they were not pacifyed till he had acquainted 
them with the heavenly Viſion, to which he was obe- 
dient when he went to Caeſarea upon that errand. 
Dr. Forbes had reaſon to dread that Doctrine of 
Equivocation and mental Reſervation in caſes where 
Men were examined before a Magiſtrate, which the 
Jeſuits impudently taught, and was impudently pra- 
ctiſed in this Nation at that time. By that Doctrine 
they hoped to ſhelter themſelves and their Diſciples 
whom they had inſtructed to practiſe as that directed, 


when, 
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when they were arraigned for Treaſons of the black- 
eſt Nature, committed againſt their native Country 
and their lawful Sovereigns. The conduct of F. Gar- 
net, who ſuffered for being concern'd in the Gun- 
powder Treaſon, puts this beyond diſpute. And it is 
plain from what F. Parſons writ upon this Argument 
in his Treatiſes concerning Mitigation againſt Biſhop 
Morton (if I miſremember not) that they cover'd 
themſelves by Scriptural Examples in this their pra- 
ctice, and appealed to what our bleſſed Lord often 
ſaid to the Jews during the courſe of his Miniſtry 
whereas had they not been given up to believe a lie, 
they would have ſeen that his example would not 
have ſtood them in any ſtead: For when Jeſus Chriſt 
was examined at his trial before the Council of the 
Jews, or before Pilate, he either ſaid nothing or 
ſpoke plainly. He ſer his Diſciples a glorious exams 
ple, whom he commanded not to be aſhamed of HI 
or of his WorDs.. And as he there declared plainly 
who and what he was, ſo he has required us to con- 
feſs him before Men, if we expect that he ſhould 
confeſs, i. e. own us before his Father who is in Hea- 
ven. Nothing therefore that looks like a conceal- 
ment, can be found in his Anſwers when once' his 
hour was come : Before indeed, tho' in ſetting forth 
his Commandments, he uſed plain and direct words, 
declaring what they to whom he preached were to do, 
if they would inherit eternal life; yet when he was 
called upon to manifeſt, and declare the utmoſt ex- 
tent of his Commiſſion, he either expreſs'd himſelf 
in Parables and Proverbs, or ſome other way con- 
cealed himſelf. It might have defeated the great 
deſign of his coming, had he explained himſelf at 
firſt more fully; nor could his Diſciples have born to 
have had the times and ſeaſons which: for the good of 
' Mankind the Father reſerved in his own Power, di- 
ſtinctly and plainly revealed to them. Bur it is time 

to go on: 5:5 
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III. I can willingly allow that the words of St: 9 
Mark, which have given riſe to this whole Diſcourſe ble 
are and were when they were firſt ſpoken deſigned 70 
to be ambiguous. This would not ſhock the Diſci- thi 

ples then ſo much as it may poſſibly us now, when int 
there is no occaſion to uſe any dark Expreſſions in to 
any matters relating to our Faith which we ought . 
to know; eſpecially in Countries and Ages where be 
Men are not ſo much uſed to receive Inſtructions RV 
cloathed in an ambiguous and parabolical dreſs. The fo 
Diſciples (tho' otherwile moſt of them illiterate | be, 
Men) knew very. well that there were very many ta 


things as difficult to be underſtood, and as liable to Þ al 

be miſapplyed in the old Prophets as any thing which 

our bleſſed Lord ever ſaid. The Signs by which M 

1ſaiah, Hoſea, Ezekiel and Jeremiah were directed to Þ w 
inſtruct the Men of Judah and the Men of Ephraim, w 


| to whom they were ſent, had many of them more I 
; difficulty, and could as little be literally underſtood be 
i as any thing that our bleſſed Lord ever ſaid, at leaft di 
q ſo far as we have any account of his Diſcourſes, ei- G 
{ ther to the People, or to his Diſciples in the new 2 
Teeſtament; and Inſtructions delivered in a dark, an m 
| ambiguous, a ſymbolical or a parabolical way, were h 
as we know from the ancienteſt Writers of the Jewi/h cl 

Nation, in great requeſt among the Jews in Jeſus 0 

Chriſt's time; ſo that our Lord by his frequent uſe of tl 

them, not only concealed what he did not think fit tt 

more clearly to reveal, but alſo accommodated him- ſe 

ſelf to the Genius and Diſpoſition of the Age to K 

which he ſpoke. N 

But ſome perhaps here will ask, will not this lead a 

us into a ſnare, when we ſee that Jeſus Chriſt a I © 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs and of Truth, gave eva- t 

five Anſwers to thoſe that at times conſulted him, ( 

and ſuch Anſwers too ſometimes as cannot poſſibly, 2 

and in truth ought not to be underſtood in a literal d 


ſenſe? No; becauſe he gave his Reaſons afterwards 
why 


alſo. 
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why he ſpoke in this manner: When the Diſciples 
asked our Lord, why he {pake to the People in Para- 
bles ? He anſweted, Becauſe to them it was not given 
to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God. For 
their Heart was waxed groſs, their Ears were dull of bear- 
ing, and their Eyes they had cloſed: I ſpeak therefore 


to them in Parables, lea at any time they ſhould ſee 


with their Eyes, ani hear with their Ears, and ſbould 
be converted, and I ſhould heal them, Matt. xiii. 10,'to. 


When our Lord was gone up to Heaven, the Com- 


forter explained to the Diſeiples what they could not 
bear whilſt he was among them; and as they were 
taught of God ſo they were inſirufted to teach others 
III. This gradual method of revealing himſelf to: 
Mankind, was not onely purſued by our Lord himſelf 


| whilſt he was upon Earth, but was obſerved by thofe 
} whom the Spirit of God inſpired to write his Hi- 
| ſtory. St: Matthew at large acquaints us with his 


being born of a Virgin, with the danger he was itr 
during his Infancy, and with his being ſent from 


| God to preach Salvation to Mankind. He takes 


great care to apply the Prophecies in the Old Teſta- 
ment coneerning the Meſiab to Jeſus Chriſt; and 
he is very particular in deſcribing many gf his Mira- 
cles, and in ſaying that there were great numbers of 
others, which he only hints at; but we ſee very lit 
tle in his Goſpel that directly leads us to believe, 
that Jeſus Obriſt was really God; tho' there are 
ſome few pa which, ſufficiently ſhew that he 
knew it. For when he applies the Prophecy.of Emma» 
NUEL (i. e. Gop wrrna vs) in Jaiab to our Lord, 
and when he tells us that Jeſus KNEW THE THOUGHTS 


of the People that were angry with him, for telling 


the Paralytic Man that 'bis fins were forgiven him 
(Matt. ix. 4.) which property of knowing the Hearts of 
the Children of Men, Solomon had long before declared 
to be one of the peculiar 3 of the — 
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God, For thou knoweſt the hearts of the Children of 
Men, 2 Chron. vi. 30. he pointed out to the Church 
what they were to believe upon that head; but then 
he. deſcribes our Lord many times as concealing the 
Miracles which he wrought. And as his appearance 
here was entirely in a ſtate of Humiliation, till he 
was riſen from the Dead, ſo ideas ſuitable to that 
ſtate are all along purſued by that Evangeliſt. | 

St. Mark had St. Matthew conſtantly in view, 
whom he uſually abridges: St. Luke is the moſt par- 
ticular of them all, in his Deſcription of our Saviours 
Birth, and of what he did in his Childhood.;' and 
tho? he relates very many things which are not in the 


two foregoing Evangeliſts, yet they all tend to the | 


ſame purpoſe, namely that he was ſent from above to 
preach the Goſpel of his Kingdom, with full power 
ro ſave thoſe that ſhould believe in him, and that af- 
ter his Reſurrection he aſcended up to Heaven, after 
having made an explicite Declaration to his Diſciples 
that all power was given ty bim in Heaven and in Earth 
and that he would be with-them to the end of the 
World, Matt. xxviii. 18, 20. St. Luke indeed goes far- 
ther, and in his ſecond Treatiſe, in which he lets us 
know: what the Apoſtles did after they had received 
the Holy Ghoſt, he tells us how our Lord fulfilled 
his Promiſe of his future Preſence, How the Apo- 
ſtles after their receiving of the Holy Ghoſt bap- 
tized Converts; beſtowed: the gifts of the Spirit 
upon thoſe that were worthy to receive them, founded 
Churches, and poſitively declared that there was no 
other name given under Heaven, by which Men could 
be ſaved, but only the name of Feſus Chriſty this is 
what we can chiefly gather from theſe two Books of 
this Evangeliſt. Is 5 0 r 7 90 % 
S St. John takes an oppoſite method; he ſuppoſes 
the Humanity of Chriſt to be ſufficiently evinced by 
thoſe that went before him. The actions of our 
Lord are not ſo largely, nor ſo variouſly treated — 
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by this BELoveD Discipl. as his Diſcourſes ; and 

thoſe Diſcourſes too were chiefly concerning himſelf, 
and the actions recorded are chiefly brought in to in- 
troduce thoſe Diſcourſes. Tho he gives an Account of. 
ſome of the Miracles of ,our Lord, yet they are bur, 


| few in compariſon to thoſe we meer with in the for- 
mer Evangeliſts. Thoſe too were of a public na- 


ture, wrought in public places, and ſuch as would, 
naturally lead both the Spectators, and the Perſons 
on whom they were wrought, to believe, that he was 


not barely a great Prophet, but a Divine Perſon ſent, 
from God. His firſt publick Miracle at the Wed- 


ding at Cana in Galilee, where he made Water Wine, 


was very likely to draw the Attention of the Holy 
Family, and of his old Acquaintance. The Man that 


| lay at the Pool of Betheſda, who had been a Cripple. 


for eight and thirty Years, was cured on the Sabbath. 
day, and was commanded to ſhew the thorough 
goodneſs of his Cure, by carrying away his Bed, in 
direct oppoſition to all the Sabbatic Laws both Writ» 
ten and Traditional, then in force, and. Superſtiti-, 
ouſly obſerved among them; and this roo was done 
at Zeru/alem at one of the Chagigab's or publick Feaſts. 
At another publick Feaft he cured a Man that was, 
born blind. From theſe Miracles, as alſo from anoz, 
ther in John vi. when he fed five /thouſand Perſons 
with five Barley Loaves and two ſmall Fiſhes, he 
took occaſion to ſpeak ſo much concerning himſelf. 
to the People, as might leave them without excuſe 


if they did not believe him to be the. Son of Gad. 


And the nobleſt Miracle that he ever wrought (tak- 
ing it in all its circumſtances) before he voluntarily 
laid down his Life upon the Croſs, which was the 
raiſing of Lazarus from the Dead, was done within 
a Mile or two of the Town, not. long before the 
Paſſover, when many Perſons were preſent, that. 
came to mourn with the Siſters for the loſs of their) 
Brother; and when others were daily coming up 
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from all quarters to purify themſelves before rhe Feaſt, 
without which they might not awfully eat the Paſſ- 
over: In a word, St. John begins his Goſpel with 
afferting the Divinity of .the Son of God, and con- 
tinues jt throughout with recording Speeches and 
Actions of his of a publick nature, and ſuch as 
would lead conſidering Men to find out wha he was, 
that the Church in all Ages ro whom he writ, 
might ſee that our Lord manifeſted himfelf ſo far as 
was conſiſtent with his original deſign from his en- 
trance upon his Miniftry to the time of his Death. 
IV. I would now earneſtly deſire thoſe that are at 
any time diſturbed when they meet with any paſſage 
in the New Teſtament, which may lead them at firſt 
fight to think of the Son of Cod more meanly than 
they ought, to compare the paſſage with others in 
which the Excellency of his Nature, and the Dignity 
of his Office, are put in à full and clear Light. 
This is what all Men think juſt in merely human 
Writings. Thoſe that are concerned for the Repu- 
tation of any Book, or any fer of Books whatſoever, 
demand uſually in all conteſted Caſes, that all poſſi- 
ble juſtice ſhould be done them, by comparing one 
thing with another, and by A appears 
dark by what is certainly manifeſt: Let us follow 
the fame method here: Did the Son tell the Diſci- 
ples that he did not know the Day and Hour ? Be 
it fo, yet we find theſe Diſciples two days atrer he | 
made this Declaration, unanimouſly confeſs that he 
KNEW ALL THINGS. This Confeſſion he found no 
fault with, I would entreat them to conſider that 
St. John explains thoſe fort of things particularly 
which the former Evangeliſt left untouched. He 
Wrote when a new Generation was fprung up; 
many of wham made it their buſineſs ro depreciate 
the Son of God. St. John's authority therefore in 
Queſtions of this nature ought to have the utmoſt 
weight, - He ought to be look'd upon as a later _ 
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neſs, who confirms and explains the Evidence that 
former Witneſſes had given before. And then I 
mighr ſafely pur it to the Confcience of any under- 
ſtanding Man living, who had not intereſted him- 
ſelf in the Queſtion before, whether upon reading hig 


Goſpel after he had carefully read the other three, he 
would not conclude that St. John intended that Men 
ſhould believe that Jeſus Chriſ was not only the Son 
of God, but God that was made Fleſh, and that dwelt 
among us. This Conclufion a Mahometan, a Perſde, 
or a Bramine that could read the New Teſtament 
would now certainly make, and this Concluſion the 
old Heathen Enemies to Chriſtianity certainly made. 
Celſus and Porphyry knew full well that Jeſus Chrift 
was declared to be Cad as well as Man in the New 
Teſtament, and it is not unlikely that the abſurdities of 
the Arian ſyſtem (compared with the Doctrine taught 
by St. John in his Goſpel) which was zealouſly main- 
tained and propagated by Conſtantius throughout the 
whole Eaſtern Empire, might be one great ſtum- 
bling block to his near kinſman Julian, and the 
means of his apoſtatizing to Heatheniſm. A Man 
of Sagacity and parts, as thele three Men were to 


a very great degree, muſt ſee that the laſt of the four 


Evangeliſts (by whom the three former are to 
be explained in difficult caſes touched upon by both) 


| plainly aſſerted Jeſus Chriſt to be God. 


It would, I fear, be Impiety ro ſuppoſe that the 
wiſe and holy God would ſuffer ſuch a ſtumbling block 


to be laid in the way of Mankind, as is laid in the 


New Teſtament, if Jeſus Cbriſ were only a Crea- 
ture as he mutt be, if he is not truly God. And 
therefore ſince the Queſtions now ſo warmly and 
ſo unhappily debated among us, are upon a ſubject ſo 
confeſſedly above our Comprehenſion, as the Di- 
vine nature indiſputably is, ought we not to endea- 
vour not to be wiſe above what is written? Should 
we not contentedly bring our underſtanding to fub- 
| mit 
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mit to what he revealed in plain words, or would it 
not be prudent for thoſe re Rial who are bold 
enough to maintain the oppoſite Opinion, in this (at 
leaſt) to imitate the conduct of Pontius Pilate, who, 
When the Jews told him that Jeſus made himſelf the 
Sow of Gop, was the MoRE AFRAID, John xix. 7, 8. 
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ae of this Revelation has a right to our be- 
Jer, 


we interpret what appears difficult, by what we ſee 
is manifeſt, we ſhall-never fall into any great miſtakes, 
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and we have all the Aſſurance imaginable, that if 
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